
Swatara Township Planning Commission 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

February 10, 2026 

The Swatara Township Planning Commission regular meeting was called to 
order by Chairman Chad Martin at 7:00 PM at the Swatara Township Municipal 
Building, 599 Eisenhower Boulevard, Harrisburg, PA 17111. The meeting 
commenced with the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL 

Commission Members Present: 

• Chad Martin, Chairman 
• Katie Ibberson, Secretary/Recording Secretary 
• Karen Bear 
• Joe Canulli 
• Tom Connolly 

Also Present: 

• Zach Gulden, Township Director of Planning & Zoning 
• Gerry Duke, Dauphin County Planning Commission 

REORGANIZATION 

• Appointment of Chairperson 
o Motion to nominate Chad Martin by Karen Bear, seconded by Katie 

Ibberson, motion failed 2-2.  
o Motion to nominate Katie Ibberson by Joe Canulli, seconded by Tom 

Connolly, motion passed 3-2.  

• Appointment of Vice-Chairperson 
o Motion to nominate Chad Martin by Katie Ibberson, seconded by 

Tom Connolly, motion passed 5-0.  

• Appointment of Secretary/Recording Secretary 
o Motion to nominate Joe Canulli by Tom Connolly, seconded by Katie 

Ibberson, motion passed 5-0.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

• A motion was made by Chad Martin, seconded by Karen Bear, to approve 
the minutes of the December 1st, 2025 meeting. Motion carried 
unanimously (5-0). 



PUBLIC COMMENT 

 Molly, Riverview 

- Do you support data centers? 
 

• Michael Tuckey, 5875 Gensemer Lane 
- Concern of sitting commissioner sitting on the board 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 NONE 

NEW BUSINESS   

• Rutherford Lot 234 
o Final Minor Land Development 

- Matt Fisher from RJ Fisher 
▪ Representing McNaughton Properties 
▪ Just under 1 acre 
▪ 4 townhouses 
▪ All comments will be able to be addressed 
▪ Soil testing will alter stormwater design, will be redesigned 
▪ 4 fee simple lots 

- Zach Gulden 
▪ Will the lot width work in CG zone? 

▪ It will not work with 4 simple fee lots, so will be 1 lot, 
planned community w/ HOA 

- Motion to table this plan until plan revision. Motion by Joe 
Canulli, seconded by Tom Connolly. Motion passed 
unanimously (5-0).  

 
 

• Steelton Terminal 
o Preliminary/Final Subdivision 

▪ Jeremy Bittinger, LandWorks 
▪ 3 municipalities 
▪ Subdividing property and giving part to Quarry for operations 
▪ Requesting 4 Waivers 
▪ Would need easement acceptance 

▪ Zach Gulden 

• Has a record of 4 waivers/deferrals 



• Staff recommend ADA curb ramp at existing sidewalk 
o Gerry Duke 

▪ County comments had minor survey comments 

• Motion by Chad Martin to recommend approval of the Final Subdivision 
for Steelton Terminal and request preparation of dedication of right of 
way paperwork with the following conditions: 

1. Address comments located in Tri-County Planning 
Commission’s review memo dated 01/27/2026.  
2. Address comments located in Dawood’s engineering review 
memo dated 01/23/2026. 
3. Any modifications, waivers, and/or deferrals granted by the 
Board of Commissioners shall be listed on the final plan, 
including the date in which such action was granted. All  
deferred improvements shall be shown on final plans as future 
improvements. A note shall be placed on the plan indicating 
that all deferrals are granted “……until such time as the Board 
of Commissioners deems the improvement necessary.” 
4. The Applicant shall demonstrate compliance with all 
applicable zoning, subdivision, land development, sanitary 
sewer, storm sewer ordinances and regulations that are in 
effect at the time of the subdivision submission. 
5. The Applicant shall pay such fees as are charged from time 
to time by Swatara Township for other further reviews or 
permits as may be required concerning the proposed 
development. 
6. Upon the approval of a final plan, the developer shall within 
90 days of such final approval or 90 days after the date of 
delivery of an approved plan signed by the governing body, 
following completion of conditions imposed for such approval, 
whichever is later, record such plan in the office of the 
recorder of deeds in Dauphin County. A copy of the recording  
receipt and plan shall be provided to the Township. 
7. Provide at least three (3) paper copies of the revised plan 
containing original signatures and engineer seals and PDF 
copies of all plans and reports. 
Motion seconded by Tom Connolly, Motion carried 
unanimously 5-0.  

 

• Zoning Map Amendment Application for Tax Parcel 63-023-084 
o Dan Reed 

▪ Single family residential, abuts RML 
▪ Would like to build duplexes  

o Zach Gulden- supports zoning map amendment change 



▪ Gerry Duke- County does not support, access is a single-family 
residential character street  

▪ Motion by Tom, seconded by Joe Canulli to recommend 
approval of MER Properties LLC’s zoning map amendment 
application for Tax Parcel 63-023-084. Motion passed on a 3-
2 vote. 

 

• Zoning Map Amendment Application for Tax Parcel 63-023-085 
▪ Motion by Tom, seconded by Katie Ibberson to recommend 

approval of MER Properties LLC’s zoning map amendment 
application for Tax Parcel 63-023-085. Motion passed on a 3-
2 vote.  

 

• 2025 Annual Report  
▪ Motion by Chad Martin, seconded by Tom Connolly to 

submit the 2025 Annual Report to the Board of 
Commissioners. Motion passed unanimously (5-0).  

 

Other business 

- ZHB cases February 26, 2026 

▪ ZHB Rt 441 approved special exception for a complex of 288 

apartments to reduce required parking spaces from 2 parking 

spaces/unit to 1.6 parking spaces/unit. Should have had 576 

parking spaces, 460 parking spaces with a -116 parking space 

reduction. Township appealed to county court, won step one 

of process, zoning officer needs to provide additional 

testimony and judge remanded back Zoning Hearing Board to 

hear additional testimony. 

- 1065 Highspire Road, Eisenhower Business Center 

▪ Purpose was distribution/warehouse but not appropriate for 

zoning 

▪ ZHB overturned Zoning Officer’s determination 

▪ Highly concerned for tractor trailer traffic on Highspire Road 

▪ 2nd Business at 1065 Highspire Road was 95-100% 

distribution and that was overturned as well.  

OTHER BUSINESS NOT BEING HEARD 

- Zach absent from March meeting 



COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS 

- Karen: Thank you to Chuck Bowser and Mark Caruso for their years 

of service on the Planning Commission 

- Tom: Will be recognizing those who have served on the commission 

at a commissioners meeting 

▪ Read letter from HoHo’s Billiards 

- Gerry Duke: Please take the tri-county planning survey, in process 

of doing 2026 plan and more research 

ADJOURNMENT 

A motion to adjourn was made by Chad Martin, seconded by Tom Connolly, at 
8:20 PM. Motion carried. The meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Katie Ibberson, Recording Secretary 

 


