
SWATARA TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING

June 1, 2021

The Swatara Township Planning Commission regular meeting was called to order with
the Pledge of Allegiance, on Tuesday, June 1,  2021, at 7:00 p.m., held at Swatara
Township Municipal Building, 599 Eisenhower Boulevard, Harrisburg, PA 17111.

Members of the Commission present:
 

Chuck Bowser, Chairman           
Chad Martin, Vice-Chairman            
Lee Pisano           

 
Absent member(s): Pat Horner and Karen Bear.                                          

Also, present: Robert Ihlein, Swatara Township Planning and Zoning Coordinator and
Secretary to the Planning Commission; Stephen Cordaro, Project Engineer, Dawood
Engineers, Township Engineer, and Lauren Weaver, Staff Member, Dauphin County
Planning Commission.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Lee Pisano made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 4, 2021, regular meeting.
Chad Martin seconded the motion and the motion carried with a 3-0 vote.

PUBLIC COMMENTS, INCLUDING REPORTING OF STORMWATER MANAGEMENT
ISSUES: No public comments, or stormwater issues at this time.

OLD BUSINESS - SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT PLANS: No old
business or subdivision and land development plans at this time.

NEW BUSINESS - SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT PLANS:

Project 2021-02R: Macut Subdivision (minor subdivision and lot add-on)
Applicant: Patricia Macut
Location: 99 Lester Road and 905 Orchard Drive
Plan Dated: 04/22/2021
Status: Plans submitted to the Township on May 15, 2021; submitted to the Planning
Commission for acceptance for review on June 1, 2021.
BOC: Action Deadline (90 days): September 30, 2021

The Applicant, Patricia Macut and Michael Kreiger, Surveyor represented the plan.

Chad Martin made a motion to accept the Plan of Macut Subdivision, dated 4/22/21 for
review. Lee Pisano seconded the motion and the motion carried with a 3-0 vote.
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OTHER PLANNING INFORMATION ITEMS, ISSUES AND DISCUSSION:

a) Planning issues / “Swatara Rising 2025" Comprehensive Plan amendment - Staff is
working on several aspects of “modernizing the Codes Department,” including
switching to a new computer permitting system with a mobile application. This would
be used on new to a new computer permitting system with a mobile application. This
would be used on new mobile tablets in the field by Code Officers to save time from
handwriting notices of violation.

b) Ordinance and Planning issues for discussion and further review:
1) A review and discussion regarding “Animals” comfort pets (held over from 2020

- being researched.)

2) Design and Development Compatibility Standards (held over from 2019 as part
of “Swatara Rising 2025" action items - needs additional review.) Robert Ihlein
discussed this issue, in depth, with the Planning Commission members, on the
codes currently being used in Paxtang, Camp Hill, Lemoyne, and
Wormleysburg Boroughs as an overlay district. 

3) A review of the “Open Space Option” in the Zoning Ordinance (requested by
Mr. Bowser). This will be discussed at a later time.

4) A review and discussion regarding “Home Occupations” see draft ordinance
and references from other municipalities provided in March 2021. (This will be
discussed at a later time.)

c) Review of Chapter 295-123.D regulations regarding Buffer Yards (attachment). This
will be discussed at a later time. Also, discussed was the Draft Ordinance for the
Development Compatibility Standards Overlay Zoning District. Robert discussed the
parking on grass issues for parking areas with low or seasonal uses.

ZONING HEARING BOARD ACTIVITY:

1) Case 2021-03 was heard on May 27, 2021 - Application of Richard Lomax
requesting a Special Exception to use a property in a medium density residential
district as a membership club meeting facility.” for the Buffalo Soldiers Motorcycle
Club as specified in Chapter 295 of the Township Code of Ordinance. 

COMMISSION MEMBER REQUESTS AND COMMENTS: There were no member
requests or comments.
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COMMUNICATIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS:

a) NEXT MEETING: The next meeting of the Planning Commission will be held on July
6, 2021, on Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. at the Swatara Township Municipal Building.

ADJOURNMENT: Lee Pisano made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Chad Martin
seconded the motion and the motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 8:46 p.m.

                                                                                                                      
                                                   Frances Peck, Recording  Secretary
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