
SWATARA TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING

AUGUST 10, 2021

The Swatara Township Planning Commission regular meeting was called to order, by
Vice Chairman Chad Martin, with the Pledge of Allegiance, on Tuesday, August 10,
2021, at 7:05 p.m., at the Swatara Township Municipal Building, 599 Eisenhower
Boulevard, Harrisburg, PA 17111.

Members of the Commission present:
                                                                      

Chad Martin, Vice-Chairman                      
 Karen Bear 

Lee Pisano 

Members absent: Chuck Bowser, Chairman and Pat Horner.                                           

Also, present: Robert Ihlein, Swatara Township Planning and Zoning Coordinator and
Secretary to the Planning Commission; Jesse Suders, Project Engineer, Dawood
Engineers, Township Engineer, and Lauren Weaver, Staff Member, Dauphin County
Planning Commission.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Lee Pisano made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 6, 2021, regular meeting.
Karen Bear seconded the motion and the motion carried with a 2-0 vote as Chad Martin
abstained due to being absent..

PUBLIC COMMENTS, INCLUDING REPORTING OF STORM WATER
MANAGEMENT ISSUES: There were no comments of stormwater management issues
or public comments at this time.

OLD BUSINESS - SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT PLANS: 
Project 2021-03C: KPA RE, LLC - Land Re-Development of an existing lot with a new
commercial building.
Applicant: Arvind Delvadia, KPA RE, LLC
Location: 900 Eisenhower Boulevard
Plan Dated: 06/30/2021
Status: Plans submitted to the Township on June 30, 2021; submitted to the Planning
Commission for acceptance for review on July 6, 2021.
BOC Action Deadline (90 days): October 5, 2021

Adam Keiper, with Light-Heigel presented the plan to the Planning Commission
members. There were three waiver requests, two SALDO for deferment of sidewalk
requirements and one for Storm Water Management. Adam Keiper will be sent the
wording for the sidewalk fee in lieu off requirements. Information will be needed for the
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stormwater management and traffic conditions.

The Plan was tabled until the September 7, 2021 regular meeting.

NEW BUSINESS - SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT PLANS: No new
business at this time.

OTHER PLANNING INFORMATION ITEMS, ISSUES AND DISCUSSION:
a) Planning Issues/ “Swatara Rising 2025" Comprehensive Plan amendment - Staff is

working on several aspects of “Modernizing the Codes Department”, including
switching to a new computer permitting system with a mobile application. This would
be used on new mobile tablets in the field by Code Officers to save time from
handwriting notices of violations.

b) Ordinance and Planning issues for discussion and further review:
(1) A review and discussion regarding “Animals” and comfort pets (held over from

2020 - on hold for now.

 (2) Robert discussed the Design and Development Compatibility Standards (held
over from 2019 as part of “Swatara Rising 2025" action items): review
information about “Traditional Neighborhood Development (TND) from the PA
Municipalities Planning Code (MPC) from Lower Allen Township and Lower
Swatara Township (attachment).

(3) A review of the “Open Space Option” in the Zoning Ordinance (requested by Mr.
Bowser) §295-35. Open space development option. (Attachment) Robert Ihlein
discussed this with the Planning Commission members and there will be another
review at next month’s regular meeting.

(4) Planners Toolbox - review of “Zoning Solutions to Boost Food Security” and 295-
96.D(14) (attachment). Robert Ihlein discussed the Planning Toolbox with the
Planning Commission members regarding retail sales of Agriculture Products as
an accessory use.

(5) A review and discussion regarding “Home Occupations” draft ordinance
(references from other municipalities provided in March 2021.) This will be
discussed at a later meeting.

(6) Review of Section 295-104 “Off Street Parking and Loading”. (attachment).
(related to Guidance on Retrofitting and Construction Driveways and Off-Street
Parking Areas on Existing Residential Properties”) Robert Ihlein reported there
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would be more discussion and review at the next month regular meeting.

ZONING HEARING BOARD ACTIVITY:

HELD ON JULY 29, 2021:

a) Case 2021-04: Melissa Lee Colon; seeking relief of the maximum building coverage
requirement to be able to build an addition to her home on North 46th Street:
VARIANCE APPROVED.

b) Case 2021-05: PTV 1220, LLC; seeking relief of the off-street parking requirements
to be able to construct a Dollar General Store on a vacant lot on the 7900 block of
Derry Street: SPECIAL EXCEPTION APPROVED:

UPCOMING ON September 2, 2021

a) Case 2021-06: Companions at Peace; seeking Special Exception to operate a pet
crematory at a lease space at 4400 Lewis Road.

b) Case 2021-07; Crossroads Baptist Church; seeking Special Exception to operate a
place of worship at 350 N. Harrisburg Street.

COMMUNICATIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS:

a) Notification from Lucknow-Highspire Terminals of a DEP Clean Air Act Permit
Application.

b) Notification from McNees Law re Joint Application of Veolia Environment and SUEZ
Water PA to the PA Public Utilities Commission.

COMMISSION MEMBER REQUESTS AND COMMENTS: No comments, or requests at
this time.

NEXT MEETING IS SEPTEMBER 7, 2021.

ADJOURNMENT: It was a consensus to adjourn the meeting, The meeting adjourned
at 8:38 p.m.

                                                                                                                     
                                                   Frances Peck, Recording  Secretary
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