SWATARA TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
599 Eisenhower Boulevard
Harrisburg, PA 17111

MAY 4, 2021

The Swatara Township Planning Commission regular meeting was called to order with
the Pledge of Allegiance, on Tuesday, May 4, 2021, at 7:00 p.m., by virtual Zoom
Meeting.

Members of the Commission present:

Chuck Bowser, Chairman Karen Bear
Chad Martin, Vice-Chairman Lee Pisano

Member absent: Pat Horner

Also, present: Robert lhlein, Swatara Township Planning and Zoning Coordinator and
Secretary to the Planning Commission; Jim Fosselman, Township Manager; Stephen
Cordaro, Project Engineer, Dawood Engineers, Township Engineer, and Lauren
Weaver, Staff Member, Dauphin County Planning Commission.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Karen Bear made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 6, 2021, regular
meeting. Chad Martin seconded the motion and the motion carried with a 3-0 vote, with
Lee Pisano abstaining due to being absent at the meeting.

PUBLIC COMMENTS, INCLUDING REPORTING OF STORM WATER
MANAGEMENT ISSUES: No public comments or stormwater management issues at
this time.

OLD BUSINESS - SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT PLANS: No old
business, or subdivision and land development plans at this time.

NEW BUSINESS - SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT PLANS: No new
business, or new subdivision and land development plans at this time.

OTHER PLANNING INFORMATION ITEMS, ISSUES AND DISCUSSION:

(a) Planning issues / “Swatara Rising 2025". Comprehensive Plan Amendment.
Staff is working on several aspects of “modernizing the Codes Department”,
including switching to a new computer permitting sdystem with a mobile application.
This would be used on new mobile tablets in the field by Code Officers to save time
from handwriting notices of violations.
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Robert Ihlein discussed Development Compatibility Standards Overlay Zoning
District including application, regulations, standards and guidelines in a type of
ordinance, which was included in Paxtang’s ordinance, which could possibility be a
new chapter inserted into the Swatara Township Ordinance. Chuck Bowser
wondered would the Township Engineer look into these regulations, or a Planning
Commission committee? Robert felt a committee would be a great idea. This is a
zoning ordinance, and it would be great to have a committee to go to that would help
him decide, and maybe work with some of the developers to come up with
alternatives. He would be open to that idea.

(b) Ordinance and Planning issues for discussion and further review.

(1) Areview and discussion regarding “Animals” comfort pets (held over from 2020
- being researched.

(2) Design and Development Compatibility Standards (held over from 2019 as part
of Swatara Rising 2025" Robert lhlein discussed Chapter 295, Section 123,
buffer yards in the Township neighborhoods, the districts and zoning map. Also,
discussed was the protection of medium density area, single-family residential
district, Limited Commercial District area off Derry Street. Discussed were the
commercial building guidelines, and restrictions to turn them into residential use.
Robert discussed setbacks requirements in the Township with the members.
This will be discussed at the next meeting.

(3) Areview of the “Open Space Option” in the Zoning Ordinance (requested by Mr.
Bowser). This will be discussed at the next meeting.

(4) A review and discussion regarding “Home Occupations” see draft ordinance and
references from other municipalities provided in March 2021. Karen stated she
does not feel the need to change the Home Occupation Ordinance, which Lee
Pisano agrees. Robert |hlein stated he was good with that.

(c) Using recorded virtual webinars for Planning Commission meetings.
Sessions from PSATS include “Home-Based Businesses” and “High Cube
Warehousing. This will be discussed at the next meeting.

(d) Review of Chapter 295 - 106 regulations regarding off-street parking (attachment.)
Robert Ihlein discussed the zoning for off-street parking and the use of gravel not
being acceptable. Robert asked about references for materials the homeowners
could use for off-street parking. This will be discussed at the next regular meeting.
Steve Cordaro stated he would send information on possible materials that could be
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used for off-street parking.

(e) Review of Chapter 295 - 123-D regulation regarding Buffer Yards (attachment.)
Robert discussed buffer yards and barriers for types of buffers. Jim Fosselman
discussed the buffer zones between residential homes and commercial buildings.
He also reported that PennDOT is starting to take properties on Paxton Street.
Robert will research barriers for the buffer yards. This will be discussed at the next
meeting.

PUBLIC COMMENT: No public comment at this time.

ZONING HEARING BOARD ACTIVITY:

(a) Case 2021-02 was heard on April 8, 2021- Route 441 Investors, LLC: request for
one variance to be able to construct a proposed 130,000 square foot flex space
facility in two buildings on a 16.8-acre parcel located on the northwest corner of
Orchard Road and Harrisburg Street. The request for a variance to allow some of
the required off-street parking spaces to be located in the required Buffer Yard was

granted.

COMMISSION MEMBER REQUESTS AND COMMENTS: There were no comments at
this time.

COMMUNICATIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: There were no communications, or
announcements at this time.

NEXT MEETING: The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, JUNE 1, 2021, at 7:00
p.m.

ADJOURNMENT: Chad Martin made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Karen Bear
seconded the motion and the motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 8:16 p.m. with
a 4-0 vote.

Frances Peck, Recording Secretary



