SWATARA TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION
599 Eisenhower Boulevard, Harrisburg, PA 17111
REGULAR MEETING
APRIL 6, 2021

The Swatara Township Planning Commission regular meeting was called to order with
the Pledge of Allegiance, on Tuesday, April 6, 2021, at 7:00 p.m., by virtual Zoom
Meeting.

Members of the Commission present:
Chuck Bowser, Chairman Karen Bear
Chad Martin, Vice-Chairman Pat Horner

Member absent: Lee Pisano

Also, present: Robert lhlein, Swatara Township Planning and Zoning Coordinator and
Secretary to the Planning Commission; Stephen Cordaro, Project Engineer, Dawood
Engineers, Township Engineer, and Lauren Weaver, Staff Member, Dauphin County
Planning Commission.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Chad Martin made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 2, 2021, regular
meeting. Karen Bear seconded the motion and the motion carried with a 4-0 vote.

PUBLIC COMMENTS, INCLUDING REPORTING OF STORM WATER
MANAGEMENT ISSUES: There were no public comments, or stormwater issues at this
time.

OLD BUSINESS - SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT PLANS::

® Project 2021-01C: Office Building for Progressive Dental Concepts.
Applicant: Progressive Dental Concepts, LLC, c/o Dr. Robert Myers.
Location: 413 Port View Road (corner of Port View and Friendship) in Tecport
Plan Dated: January 22, 2021
Status Plans submitted to the Township in January 26, 2021: submitted to the
Planning Commission for acceptance for review on February 2, 2021.
BOC Action Deadline (90-days): May 1, 2021

The waiver requests were for the Preliminary Plan Section 253-10.A, Installation of
Sidewalks, Section 253.32.A, and Storm Basin Elevation, Section 247-16.B.1. The
waivers for the Preliminary Plan and Sidewalks were acted on at the March 2,
2021, regular meeting.

The waiver request for the storm water elevation, Section-16.B.1 was submitted. It
was the consensus of the Planning Commission members to recommend, to the
Board of Commissioners, support in granting this waiver.
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The plan is located in a Manufacturer-Limited District served with public sewers and
public water. Dauphin County Planning Commission and the Township Engineer
reviewed the plan.

Pat Horner made a motion to recommend, to the Board of Commissioners,
approval of the Plan of Progressive Dental Concepts, LLC. Karen Bear seconded
the motion and the motion carried with a 4-0 vote.

NEW BUSINESS - SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT PLANS::

Sketch Plan Review: Concept for townhouse development on a 1.5 acre parcel in
Rutherford by Amazing Innovations, LLC. The property is located in the North 64th
Street area in Rutherford and consists of three lots. The purpose of the plan is the
consolidation of the three lots into one lot. The property is in a C-G District and
served with public water and public sewers. The purpose of the lots are for
townhouses. The grading of the property, fire access, private drive, retaining wall,
and stormwater layout was discussed. Steve Cordaro recommended that the fire
chief should review the plan.

Before the plan is brought before the Swatara Township Planning Commission, it
will be brought before the Swatara Township Zoning Hearing Board for a variance.

OTHER PLANNING INFORMATION ITEMS, ISSUES AND DISCUSSION:

Planning issues / “Swatara Rising 2025" Comprehensive Plan amendment. Staff is
working on several aspects of “Modernizing the Codes Department”, including
switching to a new computer permitting system with a mobile application. This would
be used on new mobile tablets in the field by Code Officers to save time from
handwriting notices of violations. A ticketing system is also being discussed with the
Codes Committee of the Board of Commissioners.

Ordinance and Planning Issues for discussion and further review:
1) A review and discussion regarding “Animals” comfort pets (held over from 2020
- being researched).

2) Design and Development Compatibility Standards (held over from 2019 as part
of “Swatara Rising 2025" action items - needs additional review).

3) A review of the “Open Space Option” in the Zoning Ordinance (requested by Mr.
Bowser.

4) Areview of possible options for the Harrisburg Mall property (Tri-County
Regional Planning Commission to provide some research),
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5) A review and discussion regarding “Home Occupations” see draft ordinance and
references from other municipalities provided in March 2021.

® Discussion and information from the Planners Library: “High Cube and Automated
Warehousing” Community Guide from Lehigh Valley Planning Commission”: also
play part or all of recorded zoning webinar session. Robert lhlein suggested the
Planning Commission members should review this information and let Robert Ihlein
know of any suggestions, or comments.

® Using recorded virtual webinars for Planning Commission meetings, Sessions from
PSATS include “Home-Based Businesses” and “High Cube Warehousing.” Robert
Ihlein stated the webinars will be discussed in the next month, or so.

ZONING HEARING BOARD ACTIVITY:
® Two cases are on the docket:

1) Case 2021-01 to be heard on March 11, 2021 - Scannell Properties #441, LLC:
request for three variances to be able to construct a proposed 124,740 square
foot logistics facility on a 10-acre parcel located hear 1031 Highspire Road:
THIS HEARING HAS BEEN POSTPONED AT THE REQUEST OF THE
APPLICANT:

2) Case 2021-02 to be heard on April 8, 2021 - Route 441 Investors, LLC: request
for one variance to be able to construct a proposed 130,000 square foot flex
space facility in two buildings on a 16.8-acre parcel located on the northwest
corner of Orchard Road and Harrisburg Street.

COMMISSION MEMBER REQUESTS AND COMMENTS:

® Chuck Bowser asked if there were any comments from the owners of the Mall
property and if they would be opened to any ideas, or suggestions made to them?
Robert Ihlein stated there had not been any comments on this property.

COMMUNICATIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: No communications, or
announcements at this time.

NEXT MEETING: The next meeting is May 4, 2021.

ADJOURNMENT: Pat Horner made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Karen Bear
seconded the motion and the motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m. with
a 4-0 vote.

Frances Peck, Recording Secretary
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