
SWATARA TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING

MARCH 2, 2021

The SWATARA Township Planning Commission regular meeting was called to order
with the Pledge of Allegiance, on Tuesday, 2020, at 7:00 p.m., by virtual Zoom Meeting. 

Members of the Commission present:
 

Chuck Bowser, Chairman           Karen Bear                   
Chad Martin, Vice-Chairman            Lee Pisano           

       Pat Horner                                             

Also, present: Robert Ihlein, Swatara Township Planning and Zoning Coordinator and
Secretary to the Planning Commission; Stephen Cordaro, Project Engineer, Dawood
Engineers, Township Engineer, and Lauren Weaver, Staff Member, Dauphin County
Planning Commission.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR FEBRUARY 2, 2021:
Chad Martin had a correction on page 2, paragraph 2, New Business, under Project
2021-01C on Harrisburg Street being mislabeled, it was listed as Harrisburg Street as
41, instead of 441. It should show 441, instead of 041. Lee Pisano made a motion to
approve the minutes of the February 2, 2021, regular meeting, as corrected. Chad
Martin seconded the motion and the motion carried with a 5-0 vote.

PUBLIC COMMENTS, INCLUDING REPORTING OF STORM WATER
MANAGEMENT ISSUES: There were no public comments, or issues at this time.

OLD BUSINESS - SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT PLANS:
! Project 2021-01: Office Building for Progressive Dental Concepts

Applicant: Progressive Dental Concepts, LLC c/o Dr. Robert Myers.
Location: 413 Port View Road (corner of Port View and Friendship) in Tecport.
Plan Dated: January 22, 2021
Status: Plans submitted to the Township on January 26, 2021, submitted to the
Planning Commission for acceptance for review on February 2, 2021
BOC Action Deadline (90 days): May 1, 2021

Greg Holtzman represented the plan and items discussed were the escrow for
improvement, walkways, waivers regarding preliminary plan, sidewalk deferral,
trees around parking area. It was requested for copies of the design of the retaining
wall at the road at Harrisburg Street be submitted. It was recommended that a PDF
copy of the plan be submitted to the Planning Commission members.

The following waivers were requested:
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SECTION 253-11 (10.A) - Submission of Preliminary Plan:
It was the consensus of the Planning Commission members to recommend, to the
Board of Commissioners, to grant the waiver for the submission of the Preliminary
Plan.

SECTION 253-32.A - Installation of Sidewalks:
It was the consensus of the Planning Commission members to recommend, to the
Board of Commissioners, to grant the waiver for the installation of sidewalks, with
the revision that it be for the deferral of sidewalks in lieu of a waiver.

Due to the issues needed to be resolved, Pat Horner made a motion to table the
plan of Progressive Dental Concepts. Chad Martin seconded the motion and the
motion carried with a 5-0 vote.  

NEW BUSINESS - SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT PLANS: There were no
plans under new business at this time.

OTHER PLANNING INFORMATION ITEMS, ISSUES AND DISCUSSION:
! Planning issues / “Swatara Rising 2025," Comprehensive Plan amendment:

The Township Staff is working on several aspects of “Modernizing the Codes
Department,” including switching to a new computer permitting system with a mobile
application. This would be used on new mobile tablets in the field by Code Officers
to save time from handwriting notices of violations. A ticketing system is also being
discussed with the Codes Committee of the Board of Commissioners.

! Ordinance and Planning issues for discussion and further review:
(1) A review and discussion regarding “Animals” comfort pets (held over from   

2020 - being researched)

(2) Design and Development Compatibility Standards (held over from 2019 as part
of “Swatara Rising 2025" action items - needs additional review.)

(3) A review of the “Open Space Option” in the Zoning Ordinance (requested by Mr.
Bowser)

(4) A review of possible options for the Harrisburg Mall property (Tri-County
Regional Planning Commission to provide some research.)

(5) A review and discussion regarding “home Occupations” see Discussion below: 
(Two students from the Weidener University School of Law have volunteered to
take this on as an assignment under the guidance of their professor. They have
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provided a copy of their report and suggested ordinance.)
Robert Ihlein discussed the information he had received from the students at
Weidener University School of Law on “Home Occupations, and the suggested
ordinance from the students. A discussion was held regarding conducting home
businesses outdoors. After the discussion, Robert Ihlein asked the members of
the Planning Commission to review the existing ordinance and what is excluded
today. 

! Discussion and Information from the Planners Library: (these are excerpts from
municipal zoning ordinances regarding “Home Occupations.” The excerpts are from
the following townships:
(1) Swatara Township
(2) Susquehanna Township
(3) Lower Paxton Township
(4) Lower Swatara Township
(5) Paxtang Borough

ZONING HEARING BOARD ACTIVITY: Two cases are now on the docket.
! Case 2021-01 to be heard on March 11, 2021 - Scannell Properties #411, LLC:

request for three variances to be able to construct a proposed 214.740 square foot
logistics facility on a 10-acre parcel located near 1031 Highspire Road.

! Case 2021-02 to be heard on April 8, 2021 - Route 441 Investors, LLC: request for
one variance to be able to construct 130.00 square foot flex space facility in two
buildings on a 16.8 acre parcel located on the northwest corner of Orchard Road
and Harrisburg Street.

COMMISSION MEMBER REQUESTS AND COMMENTS: No comments or requests at
this time.

COMMUNICATIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: No communications or
announcements at this time.

NEXT MEETING: The next regular meeting will be held on April 6, 2021, at 7:00 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT: Lee Pisano made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Pat Horner
seconded the motion and the motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 8:26 p.m.

                                                                                                                      
                                                   Frances Peck, Recording  Secretary
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