SWATARA TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
Minutes
February 2, 2021

The Swatara Township Planning Commission regular meeting was called to order with
the Pledge of Allegiance, on Tuesday, February 2, 2021, at 7:00 p.m., by a Zoom
Virtual Meeting.

Members of the Commission present:

Chuck Bowser, Chairman Karen Bear
Chad Martin, Vice-Chairman Lee Pisano
Pat Horner

Also, present: Robert lhlein, Swatara Township Planning and Zoning Coordinator and
Secretary to the Planning Commission; Stephen Cordaro, Project Engineer, Dawood
Engineers, Township Engineer, and Lauren Weaver, Staff Member, Dauphin County
Planning Commission.

REORGANIZATION:

e Chairman: Pat Horner made a motion to appoint Chuck Bowser as the Chairman of
the Planning Commission. Karen Bear seconded the motion and the motion carried
with a 5-0 vote.

® Vice-Chairman: Karen Bear made a motion to appoint Chad Martin as Vice-
Chairman of the Planning Commission. Lee Pisano seconded the motion and the
motion carried with a 5-0 vote.

® Secretary to the Planning Commission: Chad Martin made a motion to appoint
Robert Ihlein as Secretary to the Planning Commission. Chuck Bowser seconded
the motion and the motion carried with a 5-0 vote.

® Recording Secretary: Pat Horner made a motion to appoint Fran Peck as
Recording Secretary to the Planning Commission. Chad Martin seconded the
motion and the motion carried with a 5-0 vote.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Lee Pisano made a motion to approve the minutes of the December 7, 2020, regular
meeting. Karen Bear seconded the motion and the motion carried with a 5-0 vote.

PUBLIC COMMENTS, INCLUDING REPORTING OF STORM WATER
MANAGEMENT ISSUES: There were no public comments, or storm water
management issues at this time.
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OLD BUSINESS: No old business at this time.

NEW BUSINESS - SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT PLANS:

Project 2021-01C - Office Building for Progressive Dental Concepts.

Applicant: Progressive Dental Concepts, LLC c/o Dr. Robert Myers.

Location: 413 Port View Road (corner of Port View and Friendship) in Tecport.
Plan Dated: January 22, 2021

Status: Plans submitted to the Township on January 26, 2021, submitted to the
Planning Commission for acceptance for review on February 2, 2021.

BOC: Action Deadline (90 days) May 1, 2021

Greg Holtzman represented the plan that is before the Planning Commission for
acceptance for review. Discussed were the continuation of walking trails and what
happens when it gets to Friendship Road. There would be five practicing dentists on
the second story that would lease space. Chad Martin stated the plan should show
Route 441, not Harrisburg Street. Waivers were discussed and should be requested
for the Preliminary Plan Submission and Sidewalks. This plan will be on the agenda
at the next regular meeting.

Lee Pisano made a motion to accept the plan for review. Pat Horner seconded the
motion and the motion carried with a 5-0 vote.

OTHER PLANNING INFORMATION ITEMS, ISSUES AND DISCUSSION:

® Planning Issues/ “Swatara Rising 2025" Comprehensive Plan amendment:

Robert Ihlein gave an update reporting that the Staff is working on several aspects
of “Modernizing the Codes Department”, including switching to a new computer
permitting system with a mobile application. This would be used on new mobile
tables in the field by Code Officers to save time from handwriting notices of
violations. A ticketing system is also being discussed with Codes Committee of the
Board of Commissioners. This would bring the Codes Department up-to-date, and it
would also be used for licensing issues.

® Ordinance and Planning issues for discussion and further review:

» Areview and discussion regarding “Animals” comfort pets (held over from 2020 -
being researched.)

» Design and Development Compatibility Standards (held over from 2019 as part of
“Swatara Rising 2025" action items - needs additional review.)

» A review of the “Open Space Option” in the Zoning Ordinance (requested by Mr.
Bowser.)

» A review of possible options for the Harrisburg Mall property (Tri-County Regional
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Planning Commission to provide some research.)

* Areview and discussion regarding “Home Occupations” see Discussion below.
(Two students from the Weidener University School of Law have volunteered to
take this on as an assignment under the guidance of their professor. They have
provided a copy of their report and suggested ordinance.)

® Discussion and Information from the Planners Library:

» Robert Ihlein discussed the information on the “Zoning for a Post-Covid World” in
particular LONG TERM ZONING CHANGES in October 2020 issue of ZONING
PRACTICE published by the American Planning Association.

* Robert Ihlein discussed the information on “How COVID-19 Will Change Land
Use” in the December 2020 issue of Planning Magazine published by the
American Planning Association.

* Robert Ihlein discussed the article of “ Zoning in the Age of COVID” in the
January 2021 issue of PA Township News published by PSATS

* Robert Ihlein discussed the “Addressing the Need for Post-Pandemic Housing
Ordinances to Facilitate Home-Based Low-Impact Occupations”, drawn up by
Tayler Moses and Sierra Lyles, from the Weidener School of Law. Robert gave
an update of the ruling of the court on the dog training school, and the
compromise that they would conduct 100-percent of the business indoors. A copy
of the proposed ordinance had been provided to the members of the Planning
Commission. After the discussion, Robert stated that he will look into other
municipalities on their requirements on having the home-based business 100-
percent indoors.

This item will be listed on the agenda for the next regular meeting.

ZONING HEARING BOARD ACTIVITY:

® Two cases were heard by the Zoning Hearing Board on December 17, 2020.

» Dauphin County Board of Commissioners/ Prison Board: security fence in front of
the County Prison on Mall Road. VARIANCES for height and location of an 8-foot
high fence in the front yard were GRANTED.

+ Eric Horting d/b/a New Beginnings Restoration, Inc.: VARIANCE: for a
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commercial use in a residential district located at 52 South 46th Street (former
Lawnton Fire House) was GRANTED.

PUBLIC COMMENT: No public comments at this time.

COMMUNICATIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: No communications and
announcements at this time.

COMMISSION MEMBER REQUESTS AND COMMENTS:

® Chuck Bowser asked about the status on the Dauphin Highland Golf Course at this
time? Robert Ihlein reported he hadn’t heard anything as yet, and it was still owned
by the Dauphin County Commissioners.

NEXT MEETING:
® The next meeting will be held on MARCH 2, 2021.

ADJOURNMENT: Pat Horner made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Chad Martin
seconded the motion and the motion carried with a 5-0 vote. The meeting adjourned at
7:59 p.m.

Frances Peck, Recording Secretary



