
SWATARA TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING

October 5, 2021

The Swatara Township Planning Commission regular meeting was called to order, by
Chairman Chuck Bowser, with the Pledge of Allegiance, on Tuesday, 
October 5, 2021, at 7:00 p.m., at the Swatara Township Municipal Building, 599
Eisenhower Boulevard, Harrisburg, PA 17111.

Members of the Commission present:
                                                                      

Chuck Bowser, Chairman Karen Bear
Chad Martin, Vice-Chairman            Lee Pisano          

Member absent:  Pat Horner                       

Also, present: Robert Ihlein, Swatara Township Planning and Zoning Coordinator and
Secretary to the Planning Commission; Stephen Cordaro, Project Engineer AND Ben
Clemmer, Dawood Engineers, Township Engineer.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Karen Bear made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 7, 2021, regular
meeting. Chad Martin seconded the motion and the motion carried with a 4-0.

PUBLIC COMMENTS, INCLUDING REPORTING OF STORM WATER
MANAGEMENT ISSUES: There were no comments of stormwater management issues
or public comments at this time.

OLD BUSINESS - SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT PLANS: 

a) Project 2021-03C: KPA RE, LLC - Land Re-Development of an existing lot with a 
new commercial building for a Dunkin restaurant and a retail store.
Applicant: Arvind Delvadia, KPA RE, LLC
Location: 900 Eisenhower Boulevard
Plan Dated: 06/30/2021
Status: Plans submitted to the Township on June 30, 2021; submitted to the 
Planning Commission for acceptance for review on July 6, 2021. Tabled 8/3/2021 
again.
BOC Action Deadline (90 days): October 5, 2021. Time extension granted to 
December 13, 2021.

Tim Arntz, Representative with Light-Heigel presented the plan to the Planning 
Commission members. He reported they are working on the HOP Plans for 
PennDOT and will need letters from Buckeye Pipeline Company regarding an 
existing easement. A Traffic Study was just received. and a copy was handed to 
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Mr. Cordara to review. A Traffic Study was just received, regarding an existing
easement. The Plan was tabled until the November 2, 2021, meeting.
The developer will be submitting a revised plan in the near future to address the 
planning and engineering comments. 

b) Project 2021-04C: Land development for new commercial retail building.
Applicant: PTV 1220, LLC
Location: 7967 Derry Street
Plan Dated: August 2021
Status: Plans submitted to the Township on September 1, 2021; submitted to the
Planning Commission for acceptance for review on September 7, 2021. (TABLED
UNTIL NOVEMBER 2, 2021.)
BOC Action Deadline (90 days): December 6, 2021

Cory Adam, with HRG, represented the Dollar General Store Plan with the Planning
Commission. He submitted a minor modification on the NPDES Permit from the
County Conservation District. The pedestrian crosswalk across Derry Street to Sue
Drive is not feasible due to the location of the stormwater inlets. Mr. Cordaro will
check on the regulations for a sidewalk along the private drive. Mr. Martin asked
that a copy of all the plan review commentsl be circulated to the Planning
Commission members. The plan was tabled until the November 2, 2021, regular
meeting.

NEW BUSINESS - SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT PLANS:

a) Project 2021-05C: Stay APT Suites in Tecport
Applicant: Ryan A. Schwotzer
Location: 4356 Port View Drive
Plan Dated 10/1/2021
Status: Plans submitted to the Township on October 4, 2021, submitted to the
Planning Commission for acceptance for review on October 5, 2021.

There was no one present to introduce the plans. Draf t plans were submitted two
months ago, and the applicant asked staff to begin the review before a formal
submission was made. 

Chad Martin made a motion to accept the plan for review. Karen Bear seconded
the motion and the motion carried with a 4-0 vote.

b) Other:
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Planning Consistency Review letter for the “Dewey Street Pedestrian Improvement
and Safe Routes to School Project”: Mr. Cordaro discussed the need for the project
and the opportunity to apply for a grant from PennDOT . Mr. Bowser will sign the
letter in support of the project on behalf of the Commission.

OTHER PLANNING INFORMATION ITEMS, ISSUES AND DISCUSSION:

a) Planning Issues/ “Swatara Rising 2025" Comprehensive Plan amendment - Staff is
working on several aspects of “Modernizing the Codes Department,” including
switching to a new computer permitting system with a mobile application. This would
be used on new mobile tablets in the field by Code Officers to save time from
handwriting notices of violations. Currently working with Commissioner Varner on
adopting the 2021 version of the International Property Maintenance Code and
updates to the rest of the Code Enforcement Chapter.

b) Ordinance and Planning issues for discussion and further review:

(1) A review and discussion regarding “Animals” and comfort pets (held over from
2020 - on hold for now.)

 (2) Robert Ihlein discussed the Design and Development Compatibility Standards
(held over from 2019 as part of “Swatara Rising 2025" action items) and
suggested using the term “Neighborhood Redevelopment Overlay District.”
Robert briefly discussed the review information about the proposed amendment
and how overlay districts work. (See past handouts.)

(3) A review of the “Open Space Option” in the Zoning Ordinance (requested by Mr.
Bowser) §295-35. Open space development option. (Attachment) (See past
handout.) Robert Ihlein discussed this with the Planning Commission members
and no changes were recommended at this time. 

(4) Review of Section 295-104 “Off Street Parking and Loading.” (attachment).
(related to Guidance on Retrofitting and Constructing Driveways and Off-Street
Parking Areas on Existing Residential Properties”) On hold for now.

ZONING HEARING BOARD ACTIVITY:

HEARINGS HELD ON September 2, 2021

a) Case 2021-06: Companions at Peace; seeking Special Exception to operate a pet
crematory at a lease space at 4400 Lewis Road. EXCEPTION GRANTED.
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b) Case 2021-07; Crossroads Baptist Church; seeking Special Exception to operate a
place of worship at 350 N. Harrisburg Street. EXCEPTION GRANTED.

COMMUNICATIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS:

NEXT MEETING IS NOVEMBER 2, 2021 IN THE SWATARA ROOM IN THE
BASEMENT:

COMMISSION MEMBER REQUESTS AND COMMENTS: There was some discussion
about the future of the Harrisburg Mall. The property owners have not asked for any
changes to the zoning ordinance, or for other assistance at this time.

ADJOURNMENT: Lee Pisano made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Chad Martin
seconded the motion and the motion carried with a 4-0 vote. The meeting adjourned at
8:45 p.m.

                                                                                                                     
                                                   Frances Peck, Recording  Secretary
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