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The Swatara Township Planning Commission regular meeting was called to order by Chairman 

Chad Martin at 7:01 pm at the Swatara Township Municipal building, 599 Eisenhower 

Boulevard, Harrisburg, PA.  The call to order was followed by the recitation of the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL 

Members of the Commission present: 

Chad Martin, Chairman   Karen Bear 

Chuck Bowser, Vice Chairman  Katie Ibberson 

Mark Caruso 

 

Also Present: Robert Ihlein, Township Director of Planning and Zoning and Secretary for the 

Commission, Joe Pedone, EIT, with Dawood Engineering, and Karen Dixon, planner with 

Dauphin County Planning Commission.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Mr. Caruso made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 3, 2024, meeting.  Mrs. 

Ibberson seconded the motion.  The motion to accept the minutes passed unanimously. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS, INCLUDING STORMWATER MANAGEMENT ISSUES 

David Roeting, Mayor of the Borough of Hummelstown, had questions and concerns about the 

proposed Wawa convenience store on Bridge Road.  The primary concerns of the Borough are an 

increase in truck traffic into the town square area.  Large tractor trailers have difficulty making 

the tight turns and end up blocking traffic and creating hazards for pedestrians.  He would like to 

propose additional signage on the Wawa property that would help prevent problems.  Mr. Ihlein 

informed him that the final land development plans received a recommendation for approval 

from the Planning Commission in September and will be in front of the Board of Commissioners 

on the following night (October 9th).  This would be the best opportunity to make this request 

because representatives of the applicant will be present. 

 

OLD BUSINESS - SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT PLANS: 

 

a. Plan No. 2024-03C: “Preliminary / Final Land Development Plan for Swatara 

Exchange”, dated 02/27/2024, revised 05/10/2024 

Project: re-development of the Harrisburg Mall property with retail and flex space buildings and 

outparcels for related uses. 
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Location: 3501 Paxton Street  

Applicant: Harrisburg Mall LP 

PLAN STATUS: Accepted for review 03/05/2024: BOC ACTION BY JUNE 4, 2024 (90 days); 

EXTENSION GRANTED BY APPLICANT TO AUGUST 14, 2024, AND THEN TO 11/13/2024 

WAIVER REQUESTS: 

1. Section 253-10A - 11 requiring the submission of a Preliminary Plan 

2. Section 253-32 – requiring the construction of sidewalks in specific locations. 

3. Section 253.19.B.3 – regulating the subdivision and land development of properties that front 

on a limited access highway. 

ACTION: The applicant requested the review to be postponed to the November 4th meeting.   

 

b. Plan No. 2024-05R: “Preliminary / Final Land Development Plan for Townhome 

Development at 425 Pear Avenue”, dated 05/28/2024 

Project: development of 12 new townhouses 

Location: Pear and Plum Streets, Rutherford 

Applicant: Green Acres Investment LLC 

PLAN STATUS: accepted for review on June 4, 2024; BOC ACTION BY SEPTEMBER 4, 2024; 

EXTENSION GRANTED BY APPLICANT TO 11/29/2024 

WAIVER REQUESTS:  

1. Section 253-10A - 11 requiring the submission of a Preliminary Plan 

2. Section 253-10A (1)(b)(5) – separate drawing in 100-foot scale 

DISCUSSION: The applicant was not present.  Mr. Ihlein reported that other than granting a 

time extension, he has not received any response from the applicant at the time of this meeting.  

He did contact the Solicitor regarding the question of the adequacy of Pear Avenue and Plum 

Street, but did not receive a response at this time. 

ACTION: There was a consensus to postpone action on this plan until the November 4th 

meeting. 

 

c. Plan No. 2024-06R: “Preliminary Land Development Plan for 10 Mars Street 

Apartments”, dated June 1, 2024 

Project: proposing to redevelop a lot with an existing building with one new apartment building 

Location: 10 Mars Street 

Applicant: Aztlan Investment 

PLAN STATUS: accepted for review on July 2, 2024; BOC ACTION BY  SEPTEMBER 2, 2024; 

EXTENSION GRANTED BY APPLICANT TO 10/30/2024 

WAIVER REQUESTS: none at this time 

DISCUSSION: The applicant was not present.  Mr. Ihlein reported that the applicant had notified 

him to suspend review until further notice because some changes will need to be made to the 

plans. 

ACTION: There was a consensus to postpone action on this plan until the November 4th 

meeting.  Mr. Ihlein will reach out to them to ask for another time extension. 
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NEW BUSINESS - SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT PLANS 

 

a. Plan No. 2024-08R: “Preliminary / Final Lot Add-On for Roth / Ortega”, dated 

08/26/2024 

Project: proposing to subdivide the Roth lot and add on to the Ortega lot;  creation of a non-

conforming lot size approved by Zoning Hearing Board case number 2024-002. 

Location: 955 and 961 Orchard Drive 

Applicants: Alice M. Roth and Diane R. Ortega 

PLAN STATUS: Submitted for review on 9/25/2024 

WAIVER REQUESTS: none 

DISCUSSION: No one was present to represent the applicant.   

ACTION: Mrs. Ibberson made a motion to accept plans for review.  The motion was seconded by 

Mr. Bowser, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

b. Plan No. 2024-09R: “Final Minor Subdivision Plan for Fleming Subdivision” dated 

09/23/2024 

Project: proposing to re-subdivide 3 parcels into 5 parcels 

Location: 91 and 101 Sylvan Ridge Road 

Applicants: Joy W. and Wayne S. Fleming 

PLAN STATUS: Submitted for review on 9/26/2024 

WAIVER REQUESTS:  

1. Section 253-10A(1)(b)[5] requiring a separate set of plans be submitted a 1” = 100’ scale 

2. Section 253-10A - 11 requiring the submission of a Preliminary Plan 

DISCUSSION: Mr. Jose Garcia of Navarro & Wright Engineers was present to introduce the 

plans.  The largest of the parcels will be subdivided to create 3 new lots, as well as enlarging an 

existing lot that will eliminate a building encroachment. 

ACTION: Mrs. Bear made motion to accept the plans for review.  The motion was seconded by 

Mrs. Ibberson, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

OLD BUSINESS – PLANNING INFORMATION, ISSUES AND ORDINANCES 

Land use and zoning issues selected by the Board of Commissioners and the Planning 

Commission that may be addressed in future ordinance updates  

 

Discussion: Mr. Ihlein has started a list of common requests for waivers and other items that 

would be used for an update to the Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance.  He has also 

received a list from the Board of Commissioners of items to include in an update to the Zoning 

Ordinance.  New items mentioned were possible changes to the section regarding billboards, 

especially Section 114.D(4) & (8) regarding distances between billboards and distances from 

residential districts in neighboring municipalities. 
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OTHER BUSINESS – PLANNING INFORMATION, ISSUES AND ORDINANCES 

 

Request of St. John Properties to provide a “Planning Consistency Letter” to accompany a grant 

request to the PennDOT Multimodal Transportation Fund Program for proposed roadway 

improvements as part of the “Swatara Exchange” land development project.  Ms. Dixon 

explained that the developer is applying for grant money from a different state funding program 

to help pay for some of the sidewalks and entrances from Paxton Street.  She provided additional 

information in the form a support letter from the Dauphin County Planning Commission. 

ACTION: Mr. Bowser made a motion for the Planning Commission to provide the letter that is 

being requested.  Mrs. Ibberson seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.  Mr. Ihlein will 

email the letter to Mr. Martin to sign, and then Mr. Martin will return the letter to Mr. Ihlein to 

send to the applicant. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

Next meeting will be held on Monday, November 4, 2024.  This change was advertised at the 

beginning of the year to avoid a conflict with Election Day. 

 

 

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS 

None. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mrs. Ibberson made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Bowser seconded the motion, which 

was approved unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 8:05 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Robert Ihlein 

 

Secretary 


