MINUTES

SWATARA TOWNSHIP
REGULAR MEETING I JUNE 12, 2024
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

1. Call to Order: The Regular Meeting I of the Swatara Township Board of
Commissioners was called to order at 7:36pm on Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The
meeting was held at the Swatara Township Municipal Building, 599 Eisenhower
Boulevard, Harrisburg, PA.

2. Pledge of Allegiance: The audience recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. Moment of Silence

4. Roll Call: Commissioners Michael Tuckey, Christine Zubeck, Tom Connolly, Shane
Steele and Shaela Ellis were present. Also present: Solicitor Scott Wyland, Director of
Planning and Zoning Robert Ihlein, Deputy Police Chief and Sergeant-At-Arms Thomas
Stauffer, Manager Jim Fosselman, Treasurer Brittany Yarzinsky and Secretary Jen
Yesavage.

5. Announce Executive Session: An Information Session was held on June 10" where the
board heard proposals for engineering services for the Township and the Stormwater
Authority by HRG and Dawood. Information was also presented by Dawood on an
upcoming project.

6. Visitors Requests and Comments:
A. April Weiss, 881 S. 80" Street: she spoke about her concerns regarding the
excessive speeding on 80 Street
B. Debra Noles, 6080 Hocker Drive: she spoke about the 3-minute rule that Vice
President Steele mentioned in his closing remarks at the previous meeting
Bonnie Miller: she spoke about Lucifer
Joanne Cibort, 799 High Street: she spoke about Commissioner Connolly’s
previous remarks about potentially removing the polling place from Friendship Fire
Company, she also spoke about the Investigative Report that was released about the
Friendship Fire Company
E. Deb Harvey, 105 S. 47 Street, Lawnton: she asked how many of the cleared
firefighters from Bressler have run within Swatara Township since this
investigation started, she also spoke about comments being removed from Facebook
F. Mary Klaus, 447 Pritchard Court: she asked for the equipment that was removed
from Bressler be placed at the Chambers Hill Fire Company for their firefighters to
use, she also invited the cleared firefighters to run with them out of Chambers Hill
G. Mike Farling, 620 Rutland Drive: he spoke about his personal situation since
August 3, 2021 and has been asking to be reinstated
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H. Chris Hamilton, 161 61 Street: he offered to help with trainings at local stations,
he also mentioned that having Chambers Hill be an active station will help due to its
location on the hill and would be more able to respond during inclement weather

I. Lon Anderson, 920 Dennis Circle: he spoke about how with fewer firehouses, we
have weakened our community and stated the equipment needs to be placed at
Chambers Hill to allow them to serve the community

J. Anna Neiter, 459 Stickle Street: she spoke about the picnic at Bressler and asked
that Bressler be reopened until the AG’s report comes back, she also thanked the
Dauphin County Commissioners for keeping the polling location at the Friendship
Fire Company

K. Bryan Faleshock, 3984 Secretariat Street: he asked to table item #17 of the
agenda — the removal of Friendship Fire Company of Bressler from service

7. Motion to Approve Agenda: President Ellis made a motion to approve the agenda with
the removal of Item #11, seconded by Vice President Steele. Commissioner Tuckey
made a motion to remove item #17 from the agenda, seconded by Commissioner Zubeck.

Commissioner Tuckey — Yes
Commissioner Zubeck — Yes
Commissioner Connolly — No
Vice President Steele — No
President Ellis — No

The original motion passed unanimously.

8. Motion to Approve Items on Consent Agenda: Vice President Steele made a motion to
approve the consent agenda, seconded by Commissioner Connolly. Commissioner

Zubeck reiterated her concerns about cost sharing employees between the Township and
the Stormwater Authority as listed in item G. She also stated that she is opposed to the
hiring of an HR consultant as we should allow the new employee to settle into the new
role before determining that a consultant was necessary.

Commissioner Tuckey — Yes, no to item H
Commissioner Zubeck — Yes, no to item H
Commissioner Connolly — Yes

Vice President Steele — Yes

President Ellis — Yes

The motion passed.

9. Consideration of Ordinance: Amendments to Zoning Ordinance to Permit Keeping
of Chickens: Commissioner Tuckey made a motion which was seconded by
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Commissioner Connolly. Director Ihlein gave an overview of the ordinance changes that
are being proposed. The first is the zoning ordinance which would allow residents with
smaller plots of land to keep certain numbers of chickens. The second is the similar to
the wording that is currently used for the keeping or carrier pigeons, applying for a
permit, set back on your property, having a run and coup for the chickens and general
safety for the animals. The motion passed unanimously. 0-2024-01

10. Approval of Permit Fee for Keeping of Chickens: Vice President Steele made a
motion which was seconded by Commissioner Connolly to set the permit fee at $50. The
amount came as a recommendation from the codes department. Solicitor Wyland noted
that this fee would be a one-time fee and not an annual fee.

Commissioner Tuckey — No
Commissioner Zubeck — No
Commissioner Connolly — Yes
Vice President Steele — Yes
President Ellis — Yes

11. Consideration of Minutes:
A. Regular Meeting I of June 5, 2024: This was removed from the agenda.

12. Subdivision/Land Development Plans:
A. Consideration of Financial Security Reduction for the Life Center Ministries
Addition: Director Ihlein gave an overview of this job that was completed about 2-
3 years ago but the contractor passed away after completing the project and the

bond was in his company’s name which was unknown to the church. The motion is
to release $53,381 of the current bond amount and retain $2,750 for delivery of as

built plans. The motion was made by President Ellis and seconded by
Commissioner Connolly. The motion passed unanimously.

B. Approval of Agreement with JB Hunt — Landscaping Elements for
Transportation Trailer Drop Lot Project: JB Hunt is currently working on a site
on Paxton Street and has recently realized that the approved plans that required
landscaping around the stormwater basin were not going to work as they had
originally thought due to the layout of the area. The value of the trees & shrubs that
were to be used was determined to be $18,400 and they are willing to donate that
amount to the Township or purchase the trees & shrubs for the Township to place at
other locations. Commissioner Connolly made a motion to accept the cash value
and use it for Bishop Park when the time comes to plant landscaping at that
location. It was seconded by President Ellis. The motion passed unanimously. Bill
Gladstone from JB Hunt wanted to thank the Commissioners for the work they’ve
done and the treatment they have received from the Township.
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13. Reports
A. Manager’s Report: Manager Fosselman stated that we are preparing for the

upcoming bargaining agreement and he is continuing his new role as a consultant
for the Township.

B. Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Yarzinsky gave the Treasurer’s Report for the
month of May. Motion to accept the report was made by Vice President Steele and
seconded by Commissioner Connolly. The motion passed unanimously.

C. Solicitor’s Report: Solicitor Wyland had no report

D. Swatara Rising Comp Plan: Director Ilhein spoke about the ongoing work with
Chambers Hill and SR322 and some equipment that was near the Burger King on
Derry Street. Other ongoing plans include the proposed Wawa on 322, Steelton
Terminal, Swatara Exchange and Bishop Park. New applications include a
townhome development at 425 Pear Street and apartments at 10 Mars Street. He
also reminded everyone of the Zoning Hearing that was scheduled for June 13,
2024. He concluded with announcing the retirement of Code Enforcement Officer
Henry Good.

E. Fire ServicessEMS Report: Commissioner Connolly gave the Fire Report — in

May 2024, Swatara Fire Rescue responded to a total of 118 calls for service
including 13 fires, 29 medical incidents, 10 hazardous conditions, 9 service calls, 33
good intent calls and 24 false alarms. The team consisted of 46 active members,
dedicated 1,682 staffing hours and 200 training hours. There was an average of 6.8
responders per incident with a response time of 5 minutes, 5 seconds from dispatch
to arrival. Mutual aid was provided 20 times and received 33 times. Brendan Orth

gave the EMS report — LifeTeam responded to 280 calls for service with an average
response time of § minutes, 18 seconds.

F. Public Safety Report: Deputy Chief Stauffer gave the Police Report for May. The
department handled a total of 1,325 calls for service which included 110 Part I
Crimes and 131 Part II Crimes. Our offices arrested a total of 96 people for Felony
& Misdemeanor Crimes which included 8 for DUIL. Our officers conducted a total
of 8 foot patrols and 8 school foot patrols. A complete breakdown of our calls for
service and the Community Services report will be posted in the Township lobby
and on our web portal for anyone who is interested. National Night Out is
scheduled for Tuesday, August 6™ from 6-8:30 at Vanatta Park.

14. Selection and Approval of Swatara Township Engineer: Vice President Steele made a
motion to select Dawood Engineering as the Township Engineer, seconded by
Commissioner Connolly. The motion passed unanimously.







