SWATARA TOWNSHIP
PUBLIC HEARING JUNE 12, 2024
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

The Swatara Township Board of Commissioners held Public Heating for Amendments to
Zoning Ordinance to Permit Keeping of Chickens on Wednesday, June 12, 2024, at the
Swatara Township Municipal Building, 599 Eisenhower Boulevard, Harrisburg, PA.

Members of the Board present: Commissioners Tom Connolly, Shaela Ellis, Shane Steele,
Michael Tuckey and Christine Zubeck. Also present: Manager Jim Fosselman, Solicitor Scott
Wyland, Director of Planning and Zoning Robert Ihlein and Secretary Jen Yesavage.

Commissioner Shaela Ellis began the hearing at 7:32pm.

Solicitor Wyland: I’ll convene the meeting on the public hearing for the consideration of an
Ordinance of Swatara Township amending Article 3 — Pigeons of Chapter 104, Animals of the
code of the Township of Swatara to include permitting for the keeping of chickens and
amending Article 4 - Additional Requirements for Specific Uses of Chapter 295 — Zoning of
the Code to Permit the limited keeping of chickens as an accessory use in all zoning districts.

If you have been following the story of gallus domesticus in this Township, chickens, we had
some draft changes to the ordinances and in respect to the keeping of chickens, we got
comments from both the local and the county planning commission and they suggested that
we add certain elements to it so we modified the draft ordinance, advertised it and the law
requires when you make a change to a zoning ordinance, that there be an opportunity for
public hearing. That is the purpose of this brief hearing. So at this time, I’d invite anyone who
would like to speak to the ordinance to come up to the podium, identify yourself and tell us
what you have in mind about it. I don’t know if we’re going to have a rush to the podium to
talk about chickens tonight but if there are more than a few speakers, keep in mind that if

someone has already made the point that you’ve made, it might by nice to help the meeting
move along and hold that comment if the prior speaker has done an adequate job with the

point. With that, I’ll open the podium to comments.

Susan Bailey: Good evening. My name’s Suan Bailey and I live at 651 Georgian Place in
Lawnton or Lenker Manor area and I don’t know if there’s anything I haven’t said already at
one of these meetings but I’'m just thankful to each one of you for considering this and to
allow chickens. All across the country, ordinances are changing to allow this and I didn’t
think it would take this long, I’'m just glad it’s open and there’s a few things in the ordinance
that I would rather not be there, the limitation of how close it is to your border of your
property, 15 feet seems a little extreme to me when other animals and pets that are owned are
so much closer but I’m just happy your considering this so thanks to each one of those
involved.

Solicitor Wyland: Thank you for your comments. Are there any other speakers on chickens
tonight? Last call? With that, I’ll close the hearing at 7:35pm.
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