
SWATARA TOWNSHIP

REGULAR MEETING I BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MAY 3, 2017

1.      Call to Order: The Regular Meeting I of the Swatara Township Board of
Commissioners was called to order by President Troxell at 7:00 PM on Wednesday,
May 3, 2017, at the Township Administration Building, 599 Eisenhower Blvd.,
Swatara, PA 17111.

2.      Pledge of Allegiance: President Troxell led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.

3.      Invocation: President Troxell gave the invocation.

4.      Roll Call: Commissioners Bouder, Chiavetta, Connolly, Milakovic, Moyer, Troxell
and Varner were present. Also present: Township Manager LeBlanc, Assistant
Manager Kaufman, Solicitor Wyland, Secretary Rubinic, Fire Marshal Ibberson,
Tax Collector Donato, and Sgt.-at-Arms and Deputy Chief Reider.

5.      Executive Session: President Troxell announced an Executive Session was held

prior to tonight' s meeting to discuss a Personnel Matter.

6.      Motion to Approve Agenda: Commissioner Milakovic moved to approve tonight' s

agenda as presented, seconded by Commissioner Connolly and carried
unanimously.

7.      Motion to Approve Items on Consent Agenda:

Commissioner Bouder moved to approve the following Consent Agenda.
Commissioner Chiavetta seconded the motion; carried unanimously.

A. Request to Use Vanatta Park by St. Catherine Laboure School
B.  Approval of Police Ride Alongs

C. Exoneration of Special Event Fee for Neidig United Methodist Church

Commissioner Bouder moved to approve the Consent Agenda items listed above.

Commissioner Connolly seconded the motion; carried unanimously.

8.      Consideration of Minutes - Regular Meeting II - April 12, 2017:

Commissioner Chiavetta moved to approve these minutes as presented.

Commissioner Milakovic seconded the motion; carried unanimously.

9.      Visitors' Requests & Comments:

Joe Donato, Township Tax Collector--said he had put some numbers together on the
tax increase that would be needed to fund the debt service on the proposed

Municipal Campus. An additional $2.5 million in taxes would be needed each year

to fund a $ 30 million bond; this translates to a resident now paying $50 in debt

service would have to pay $237 to $250 per year for 20 years.
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He feels all expenditures on the campus should end immediately until full
information is reviewed. He urged the Board to step back and do more research on
the facts and figures. President Troxell said Mr. Donato was welcome to submit his

documents to the Board.

John Wallace, 530 Harvest Drive--suffered a fire at his home on the day before
Easter. He gave a personal thank you to the Lawnton and Swatara fire teams who

showed up at his house that night, and particularly to Chief Ibberson. He was
astounded the next day when the fire companies pulled up with Easter Baskets for
his entire family and pets. And he was so moved when Mrs. Ibberson invited them
all to Easter dinner. This was community and volunteerism in action after the
emergency. He just wanted the Board to know what a good team they have in the
fire services.

10.     Consideration of Resolution-Greenways, Trails & Recreation Program Grant:

Commissioner Connolly moved to approve Resolution R-2017-15 ( full text
available in Township Resolution Book) requesting a GTRP Grant of $250,000 to be
used for construction of an amphitheater at Bishop Park, authorizing the $100

grant fee, and designating Manager LeBlanc and President Troxell as signators of
the required documents. Commissioner Moyer seconded the motion and the

motion carried unanimously.

11.      Investigation of Any Possible Stormwater Violations:
Jill Petronio, 7801 Chambers Hill Road--has been before the Board before concerning
the runoff from Chambers Hill Road onto her property. This has been going on for 8
years and she has contacted PennDOT and the Township numerous times; but no
one will take responsibility. Solicitor Wyland reiterated that this is a PennDOT
problem, but President Troxell would like the Township to look into what can be
done. Commissioner Moyer suggested contacting Representative Mehaffie to see
what he can do.

12.      Commissioners Requests & Comments:

Commissioner Moyer - expressed pride in the fire departments for the support they
gave Mr. Wallace. He thanked them for their wonderful representation of the

community. He knows from personal experience how emotional it can be to be on
the receiving end of their aid and support.
Commissioner Moyer asked Assistant Manager Kaufman if the meeting agenda and

supporting documents could be posted on the Township website. Assistant
Manager Kaufman said he will look into doing this on the current website, as the
new site won't be available until September. He also has a draft of the cover page of

the new website that he can copy to the Board for any comments.
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Commissioner Moyer had requested an accounting of the expenses incurred to date
on the legal battles. He was staggered to see that $95, 000 has been expended since

2016 to date.

Commissioner Bouder - had no comments.

Commissioner Connolly - noted that Fire Marshal Ibberson said all five fire

companies were putting together Easter Baskets for the fire victims. It was a
touching event, and Commissioner Connolly appreciates that Mr. Wallace took the
time to come tonight and say thanks.
He noted for Ms. Petronio his personal struggles with runoff from a State road into

his house. He hopes that the Representative can get the State to look at some type of

remedy.

Regarding Mr. Donato' s comments, Commissioner Connolly said there is sticker
shock with such big numbers as to what the Township complex could cost. He
wants to hear about grants, shared expenses, and other opportunities. He personally
would not even think about adding a $ 2.5 debt service payment--that' s probably a
worst case scenario. The original reason for the purchase was a big community park,
so that work needs to continue. We' re sitting on 60 acres of land that at the very
least should be a recreation site.

Commissioner Milakovic - reiterated how proud he is of Fire Marshal Ibberson and

the fire companies and added his prayers for Mr. Wallace and his family.
He called attention to the sign in the back of the room--"What is an illicit discharge?"

it gives a list for review. He' s not sure if Ms. Petronio' s situation falls under this

listing, but thinks the Township should at least have our engineer or the MS4
engineer take a quick look and see if there' s any way to help out.

Commissioner Chiavetta - gave kudos to the firefighters for their actions and

assured Mr. Wallace that prayers were with him.

Commissioner Varner - also expressed his pride in the fire companies.

He noted a problem with a washout onto the road at 50th and Lancaster that was

addressed using the Township' s Facebook page. The resident appreciated the quick
response and this is a great example of using social media to keep on top of
residents concerns. Assistant Manager Kaufman is doing a great job with this.

President Troxell - said Mr. Wallace will remain in our prayers and thanked him for

coming out tonight and sharing with us.

13.     Correspondence:

A.  Neidig Memorial UM Church letter received 5/ 1/ 17 regarding Exoneration from
Event Fee.
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14.      Adjournment: Commissioner Chiavetta moved to adjourn, seconded by
Commissioner Varner and carried unanimously. The Regular Meeting I adjourned
at 7:40 PM.

Dolores M. Rubinic, Township Secretary
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