
SWATARA TOWNSHIP

REGULAR MEETING I BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS APRIL 2 2014

The Swatara Township Board of Commissioners held the Regular Meeting I on Wednesday April
2, 2014, at the Swatara Township Administration Building, 599 Eisenhower Boulevard, Swatara,
PA 17111.  Vice President Spandler called the Meeting to order at 7 PM.

Members of the Board present were:  Commissioners Varner, Connolly, Spandler, Chiavetta,
Milakovic, Weikle, Moyer, Troxell and Bouder.  Also present:  Assistant Administrator

Zimmerman, Solicitor Wion, Chief Umberger, and Secretary Echterling.

1.  Motion to Approve Agenda:

Vice President Spandler added one item to the agenda:  Water line easement intent to
ac uire. Commissioner Varner moved to approve tonight's agenda as amended.  The motion

was seconded by Commissioner Troxell.  The motion carried unanimously.

2.  Consideration of Minutes:

A.  Regular Meeting II - March 12, 2014:

Commissioner Chiavetta moved to approve these minutes as presented.

Commissioner Varner seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.

3.  Visitors Requests and Comments Regarding Agenda Items:
There were no visitor comments at this time.

4.  Consideration of Resolution: Acguisition of Mitigation Home:
A.  Davis, 3851 Rutherford Street.  Commissioner Weikle moved to approve Resolution

R-2014- 12 ( full text available in Township Resolution Book) to authorize staff to
prepare the required documents for the acquisition of 3851 Rutherford Street ($87,000

less any duplicate benefits), authorize the Solicitor to obtain title insurance and
authorize staff to take action in the demolition of the property.  Commissioner

Milakovic seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

B.  Stoltzfus, 3753 Brisban Street.  Commissioner Chiavetta moved to approve

Resolution R-2014- 13 ( full text available in Township Resolution Book) to authorize
staff to prepare the required documents for the acquisition of 3753 Brisban Street

99,500 less duplicate benefits), authorize the Solicitor to obtain title insurance and

authorize staff to take action in the demolition of the property.  Commissioner

Milakovic seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

C.  Reinoehl, 3755 Brisban Street.  Commissioner Chiavetta moved to approve

Resolution R-2014- 14 (full text available in Township Resolution Book) to authorize
staff to prepare the required documents for the acquisition of 3755 Brisban Street

97,500 less duplicate benefits), authorize the Solicitor to obtain title insurance and

authorize staff to take action in the demolition of the property. Commissioner Troxell
seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
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5.  Consideration of New Reduced OLDS Rate:

Commissioner Varner moved to authorize the Solicitor to prepare and advertise an ordinance

amendment for consideration to set the new OLDS rate at $50 effective Aprill, 2014.

Commissioner Varner seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

6.  Consideration of Purchase:  Chairs

Commissioner Milakovic moved to approve the purchase of replacement chairs for the

Hearing Room and the Commissioner's Room in the amount of$ 7, 204.50.  Commissioner

Bouder seconded the motion.  Motion carried 6- 2.  Commissioners Chiavetta and Connolly
voted against the motion.

A.  Water Line Easement- intent to acquire:

Commissioner Troxell discussed the intent to establish an easement in order to provide

water main to Public Works garage.  He stated that they are very close to an agreement.
The easement will be located off Eisenhower Boulevard at the Bob Evans and he

discussed the access issues.

7.  Acceptance of Resignation - Ptl. Travis Nye:

Commissioner Weikle moved to accept the resignation of Patrolman Travis Nye effective

April 20, 2014.  Commissioner Milakovic seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Spandler moved to instruct Chief Umberger to go to the next candidate on the

list of potential candidates, to replace Officer Nye, for the July Academy.  Commissioner

Weikle seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.

8.  Appointments to Boards and Commissions:

Appointments to Boards or Commissions were not discussed.

9.  Consideration of Hiring - Seasonal Summer Help:
Commissioner Milakovic moved to hire Grey Beatty for a summer recreation maintenance
position at a rate of$ 8. 75 per hour.  Commissioner Bouder seconded the motion.  Motion

carried unanimously.

Commissioner Milakovic moved to hire Michael Reardon for a summer recreation

maintenance position at a rate of$ 8.75 per hour.  Commissioner Bouder seconded the

motion.  Motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Milakovic moved to hire Logan Rexrode for a summer recreation maintenance

position at a rate of$ 8. 75 per hour.  Commissioner Bouder seconded the motion.  Motion

carried unanimously.

10. Visitors Requests and Comments:

Mr. Tom Embich, 107 S. Long Street Annville, discussed the upcoming Swatara Watershed
event, May 2-

5th.  

During this event, they clean- up the Swatara Creek of debris.  He spoke
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about their event and the issues with the Duke Street Bridge being closed.  He asked for

permission to use the north portal of the Duke Street Bridge for lunch and rest at Schiavoni
Park.  He asked as an alternative, to transport their water craft, by vehicle, from the High
Meadow Campground on Sunday and launch from the area of Schiavoni Park for the
shortened leg to Middletown.  Commissioner Troxell asked about liability for the Township.
Solicitor Wion stated the Township could request to be named as an additional insurer for the
use of the Schiavoni Park.  Mr. Embich stated they have insurance and their participants sign
waivers.  Commissioner Varner asked to table a decision until the Chairman of the
Recreation is present at the next meeting (April

91h).  

Mr. Embich stated that would work.

Dr. Batista, 950 Manor Court, commended the Township on the snow removal.  He

discussed the issues with trash on Orchard Road as he is picking it up himself.
Commissioner Milakovic will have the Highway Department look into the situation.  Dr.

Batista expressed concern about how drivers are ignoring the stop signs at Manor Court and
Dewey and Orchard and Kelker Streets.  Chief Umberger noted the streets that are a
concern.

Joe Donato, Township Tax Collector, spoke about Mr. Glunz who was able to obtain a waiver
from penalties for his 2013 unpaid taxes from the County.  He also obtained an extension to

pay his 2013 taxes by April
30th.  

He asked the Board for their direction for the $40.01 penalty
for the Township' s taxes.   Mr. Donato stated a letter from the Board and their decision will be
needed.  Commissioner Weikle moved to waive the penalty for Mr. Glunz.  Commissioner

Troxell seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.

11. Commissioners Requests and Comments:

Commissioner Chiavetta - Thanked Brian Zimmerman for his work dealing with the water
main break last Sunday.

Commissioner Milakovic- Nothing at this time.

Commissioner Troxell - stated he is looking for resources to help make the Township
superior.  They invited a group in to discuss the public financing.  He discussed some of the
future needs of the different departments for the Township.  He would like to take a

comprehensive overview of the fiscal condition of the Township and bring in experts to help
develop a capital plan/ projects for the future.  The recommendations for the Township would
be based on current assets and liabilities and looking to the future.  He thanked

Commissioner Chiavetta and Connelly for their assistance.

Commissioner Bouder- Nothing at this time.

Commissioner Weikle- Nothing at this time.

Commissioner Varner- Nothing at this time.

Commissioner Connolly- spoke about Earth Day (April 22, 2014) and is planning a clean- up
day for Saturday April

19th.  

He spoke about doing this type of work quarterly.   He spoke
about some areas with high trash and his plans to start at Paxton/ Sycamore to Orchard.  He

thanked Swatara Watershed and Dr. Batista for their efforts.
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Commissioner Spandler- stated they have received a letter from the home owner (house fire
on Mohn Street) requesting an extension.  Solicitor Wion stated he is hopeful it can be
resolved by the end of April.  Solicitor Wion stated that if the home owner is uncompliant then

the Township will "fence" the property and board up the house and charge him accordingly.
Commissioner Spandler discussed his concerns about the property. He discussed his
meeting in Pittsburgh about pending legislation and will provide a write up of the issues
facing the Township.

12. Announcement Executive Session:  Vice President Spandler announced the Board will

recess to Executive Session for the following:
A.  Personnel Matters

B.  Legal Advice

13.  Recess:  The meeting was recessed at 8:05 PM.

14. Executive Session: was held from 8:05-9:05 PM.

15. Correspondence:

A.  Friends of Midland Cemetery:  Annual Memorial Event - 3/ 14/ 14

B.  Lancaster County Solid Waste Management Authority:  Notice of Application -3/ 18/ 14
C.  Zimmerman, Pfannebecker, Nuffort & Albert, LLP:  Cleveland Brothers- 3/ 19/ 14
D.  Dauphin County Office of Community & Economic Development: CDBG Funding-

4/02/ 14

16. Adjournment:  Commissioner Weikle moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Varner

seconded the motion and carried unanimously.  The Regular Meeting I adjourned at 9: 05
PM.

Julie Echterling, Recording Secretary
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