
SWATARA TOWNSHIP

REGULAR MEETING II BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MARCH 12, 2014

The Swatara Township Board of Commissioners held the Regular Meeting 11 on Wednesday,
March 12, 2014, at the Swatara Township Administration Building, 599 Eisenhower Boulevard,
Swatara, PA.

Executive Session: President Moyer announced an Executive Session was held from
7: 02- 7: 29 PM to discuss personnel matters.

1.       President Moyer called the meeting to order at 7: 30 p.m.

2.       The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

3.       The following members were present for Roll Call:
President Andy Moyer, Jeff Varner, Thomas Connolly, Robert Spandler,
Steve Chiavetta, Edward Troxell, George Milakovic, John Weikle and Richard Bouder
9).

Also present: Administrator Paul Cornell, Assistant Administrator Brian Zimmerman,

Solicitor David Wion, Chief of Police Jason Umberger, Fire Marshall Michael lbberson,

Tax Collector Joseph Donato, and Zoning Officer Janet Hardman.

4.       Motion to Approve Aeg_nda: One item was added to the Agenda. Commissioner Weikle

made a motion to approve the agenda as amended. The motion was seconded by
Commissioner Spandler and passed unanimously.

5.       Presentation of Awards:

Chief of Police Umberger presented an Award of Merit to Sergeant Brian Karcesky and a
Letter of Commendation to Officer Harry Morrison from Paxtang Borough with regard to
an abduction of a woman in the parking lot at the Harrisburg Mall on April 21, 2013.
Chief Umberger noted that the suspect was located, apprehended, identified and arrested.

Chief of Police Umberger presented a Letter of Commendation to Officer Tim Bloss with

regard to a traffic stop conducted after an accident on May 19, 2013, at which time the
Officer obtained a search warrant and seized eight pounds of marijuana.

6.       Presentation of Proclamation: Order of DeMolay

President Moyer presented a Proclamation to Tyler Moyer with regard to his involvement

in the Order of DeMolay. Mr. Moyer provided a brief history and description of the
Order. He noted that the Order of DeMolay recently donated 300 pounds of food to the
Central Pennsylvania Food Bank and helped box 600 meals for distribution.
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7.       Consideration of Minutes:

A. Regular Meeting I - March 5, 2014: Commissioner Spandler made a motion to

approve. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Varner and passed unanimously.

B. Bid Opening: Joyce Lane Properties Demolition Bids - March 10, 2014:

Commissioner Milakovic made a motion to approve. The motion was seconded by
Commissioner Spandler and passed unanimously.

8.       Reports:

A. Monthly Departmental Reports:

President Moyer reported that the monthly departmental reports are posted on the
bulletin board in the lobby and copies can be requested.

B. Committee Reports:

None.

C. Treasurer's Report:

Tax Collector Joseph Donato referred the Board to the February 2014 Treasurer's
Report attached to the Agenda as prepared by James R. Fosselman, Treasurer.

Mr. Troxell made a motion to approve. The motion was seconded b Mr. Chiavetta andpp Y

passed unanimously.

D. Fire Services Report:

Fire Marshal Michael Ibberson did not have any numbers to report this month as the
fire reporting software is currently being upgraded. He noted when the report does
become available it will be posted on the bulletin board.

Fire Marshal Ibberson, on behalf of the fire department, thanked the Board for

allowing the utilization of Joyce Lane for "some really good training".

Fire Marshal Ibberson reminded the Board to turn their clocks ahead and also to

change smoke detector batteries.

E. Administrator's Repo  :

Administrator Paul Cornell announced that for the 18th year Swatara Township has
received the GFOA Award for Excellence in Financial Reporting. He showed the
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new plaque to the Board and noted that instead of generating a new plaque every year,
numbers will be arranged down the side of one plaque. On behalf of Mr. Fosselman
and Ms. Alleman, Mr. Cornell thanked Zelenkofski & Axelrod Auditors for all their

hard work in getting the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) together
for 2012. Although GFOA has changed the plaque, Mr. Cornell hopes to keep
our excellence in financial reporting".

F.       OLDS Report:

Zoning Officer Janet Hardman referred the Board to an update attached to the Agenda
with regard to the OLDS One, Two and Three Program.

President Moyer added that an enhanced OLDS meeting was held last evening as a
means " to go above and beyond the DEP requirement". He noted a total of 66 people

signed up for the meeting.

G.       Chief of Police Report:

Chief of Police Jason Umberger provided an update for the month of February 2014.
He noted there were a total of 1, 510 calls for service, 94 Part 1 crimes and 235 Part 2

offenses, which totaled 329 separate offenses for the month. He noted that a

breakdown is available upon request. Chief Umberger further reported 111 arrests for

felony and misdemeanor crimes, which included 12 for driving under the influence of
alcohol, 61 traffic citations were issued and 136 motor vehicle code violations were
issued.

Chief Umberger reported there were 53 Vigilant Protector service calls and 40

Honorable Endeavor citizen contacts. He noted there were 113 foot patrols conducted

throughout the neighborhoods in addition to 35 school foot patrols and 27 school

lunch visits.

Chief Umberger also noted that feedback was received in late 2013 with regard to

written and verbal communications, management and supervision, morale, equipment,

facility, training, and evidence handling. He noted the survey was compared to a
2010 survey and was happy to report that the rating went up in every area except for
one. Chief Umberger noted that he and his staff are working hard to implement some
changes so that working conditions are even better for the officers. He commented
that results of the survey will be provided upon request.

Chief Umberger also announced that in light of the suicides and attempted suicides in

Swatara Township over the last year, he and Chaplain Gary Lathrop are putting
together a suicide prevention and awareness seminar that will be open to the public.

Teenage speakers from mental health, speakers from the criminal justice system,
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clergy and human services will asked to speak with regard to suicide prevention on a
date to be announced.

Chief Umberger reported that an educational seminar with regard to fraud and identity
theft will be held in the Administration Building on Wednesday evening, March 26,
2014, from 6: 00 to 8: 00 PM. He noted some speakers will include the United States

Postal Inspector and security managers from two local banks, Mid Penn and Metro
Banks. He noted that fliers on the front lobby desk will provide further information.
Chief Umberger noted the Community Service Report is also posted on the lobby
desk.

The Board returned to item 7( B) on the agenda, the minutes of the bid opening for Joyce
Lane. Mr. Spandler made a motion to amend the bidder's name from Handwerk Site

Contractors to Blooming Glen Contractors, Inc. The motion was seconded by Mr. Varner
and passed unanimously.

9.       Visitors' Requests & Comments Regarding Agenda Items:
None.

10.      Consideration of Ordinance: Amending Chapter 203, Parks and Recreation:
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SWATARA,

PENNSYLVANIA, BY DELETING AND REPEALING CHAPTER 203 THEREOF,

PARKS AND RECREATION AREAS AND REPLACING IT WITH A NEW

CHAPTER 203 TO BE ENTITLED, PARKS AND RECREATION AREAS, WHICH

CHAPTER PROVIDES FOR THE PRESERVATION OF PROPERTY, NATURAL

RESOURCES AND WILDLIFE WITHIN THE PARK, RECREATION AND

CONSERVATION AREAS OF THE TOWNSHIP, PROVIDES FOR HOURS OF

OPERATIONS, PERMITS AND FEES, INSURANCE FOR USE OF THE PARKS

AND RECREATION AREAS, RULES AND REGULATIONS RELATING TO THE

PARKS AND RECREATION AREAS, THE DESIGNATION OF CURRENT PARKS

AND RECREATION FACILITIES AND PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION OF THE

CHAPTER.

Solicitor David Wion reported the Recreation Committee has spent a number of sessions

dealing with the regulations and ordinance provisions in regards to parks and recreation
areas and conservation areas and determined to revise and rewrite the chapter in the Code

that deals with this area. Ordinance No. 2014- 3 is the ordinance which replaces the

current Parks and Recreation Areas portion of the Code with a new chapter, also entitled

Parks and Recreation Areas. He noted that it provides for the preservation of property,
natural resources and wildlife within the park, recreation and conservation areas of the
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township, provides for hours of operation, permits and permit fees, the insurance
requirements for use of the parks and recreation areas, the specific rules and regulations

relating to the parks and recreation areas, the designation of the current parks and
recreation areas, and the penalties for violation of the chapter.

Mr. Varner made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2014- 3.  The motion was seconded by
Mr. Bouder and passed unanimously.

11.      Consideration of Request to Use Lawnton Park: Triple Crown Sports:

Mr. Varner noted that Triple Crown Sports is requesting to use the Lawnton baseball
facilities, specifically the big diamond, for its upcoming Father's Day Challenge to be
held on June 14th and 15th, 2014.

President Moyer stated that as in the past a fee will be charged and asked that associations

that utilize that field be notified of those dates.

Mr. Varner made a motion to approve. The motion was seconded by Mr. Weikle and
passed unanimously.

12.      Consideration of Request to Use Enhaut Park: Salvation ArmX:
Mr. Spandler noted that the Salvation Army, partnering with Beulah Baptist Church, is
requesting use of Enhaut Park with regard to its Summer Youth Enrichment( SYE)
program from June 9th to August 8th, 2014. The motion was amended to note that the

Salvation Army could not use the field from 4:00 to 6: 00 as it was being utilized as a
baseball field.

Mr. Spandler made a motion to approve and also waive the fee for this nonprofit

organization. The motion was seconded by Mr. Milakovic and passed unanimously.

13.      Consideration of Request to Use Randolph Memorial Park: Transcend Church:

Mr. Varner reported that Transcend Church is requesting use of Randolph Park on
Sunday, April 20, 2014 for Easter services and an Easter Egg Hunt. He asked that the fee
be waived.

Mr. Varner made a motion to approve and also waive the fee for this nonprofit

organization. The motion was seconded by Mr. Weikle and passed unanimously.

14.      Consideration of Resolution: Ethics:

Solicitor David Wion stated that the Pennsylvania Ethics Act requires the filing of
Statements of Financial Interest by specified public officials and public employees. And
the Pennsylvania Ethics Commission, by regulation, has indicated that governmental
bodies such as this Board of Commissioners, are responsible for making the
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determination as to whether an individual meets the definition of a public official or
public employee.

Solicitor Wion noted that Resolution R-2014- 10 is this Board's designation of those

individuals who are last year' s public officials or public employees and any current public
officials and public employees up to this time.
Mr. Weikle made a motion to approve Resolution R-2014- 10. The motion was seconded

by Mr. Chiavetta and passed unanimously.

15.      Consideration of Bids: Demolition of 9153- 9155- 9157- 9159 Joyce Lane:

Mr. Milakovic made a motion to accept the low bid of$21, 960.00 for the demolition of

the said properties to Blooming Glen Contractors, Inc. The motion was seconded by Mr.
Weikle and passed unanimously. Mr. Milakovic noted that additional funds have not yet
been drawn but the difference will be settled with Pennsylvania Emergency Management
Agency (PEMA), the contract paid off and closed out.

16.      Consideration of Request for Fire Police: Steelton Swatara Lodge No. 775:

Mr. Weikle noted that Steelton Swatara Lodge No. 775 is requesting fire police at its
annual banquet on Wednesday, April 23, 2014 from 5: 00 p.m. to 6: 30 p.m. to help cars
enter the parking lot safely.

Mr. Weikle made a motion to approve. The motion was seconded by Mr. Connolly and
passed unanimously.

17.      Consideration of Request for Fire Police: Manna Food PantrX:
Mr. Weikle noted the Borough of Penbrook is requesting fire police at its 5K Run/ Walk
on April 5, 2014, starting at 9: 00 a.m. to help secure the course for the runners and
walkers.

Mr. Weikle made a motion to approve. The motion was seconded by Mr. Milakovic and
passed unanimously.

18.      Appointments to Boards and Commissions:

None.

19.      Subdivision/Land Development Plans:

A. Final Land Development Plan of 7701 Derry Street
Zoning Officer Janet Hardman addressed the Board with regard to the Final Land
Development Plan at 7701 Derry Street owned by the RE/MAX Group. She noted the
plan was approved by the Dauphin County Planning Commission, and the Dauphin
County Conservation District. She noted there is only one waiver requested from the

6



SWATARA TOWNSHIP
REGULAR MEETING II BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MARCH 12, 2014

preliminary plat procedure and that all comments have been addressed. Ms. Hardman
noted there is a resolution,

R-2014- 11, for the Letter of Credit to be posted in the amount of$62, 100.

Mr. Varner made a motion to accept the waiver for the preliminary plat plan. The motion
was seconded by Mr. Troxell and passed unanimously.

Mr. Varner also made a motion for plan approval by adoption of Resolution R-2014- 11.
The motion was seconded by Mr. Milakovic and passed unanimously.

B. Consideration of Letter of Credit Release for Tecport Phase 3 Lot 71):

Zoning Officer Janet Hardman addressed the Board with regard to releasing a Letter of
Credit for Tecport Phase 3, Lot 7D. She noted that the improvements have been totally
completed and recommended a full release of the Letter of Credit.

Mr. Varner made a motion to approve the release.  The motion was seconded by Mr.
Connolly and passed unanimously.

20.      Visitors' Requests and Comments Regarding General Matters:
None

21.      Commissioners' Requests & Comments, Additional Business:

Commissioner Troxell

None

Commissioner Varner

None

Commissioner Weikle

Mr. Weikle noted the Borough of Paxtang Fire Department is requesting to use the
reserve engine for a week to a week and a half while its engine is out for paint repairs.

Mr. Weikle made a motion to approve. The motion was seconded by Mr. Varner and
passed unanimously.

Commissioner Bouder

None.

Commissioner Connolly

Mr. Connolly referred to the Minutes of the March 5, 2014 meeting with regard to
consideration of hiring a truck driver/laborer. He noted the Personnel Committee was not
involved in the interview process.
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Mr. Connolly would like to meet with members on the Grants and Communication
Committee in April.

Commissioner Chiavetta

None

Commissioner Milakovic

None

Commissioner Spandler

Mr. Spandler referred the Board to discussion regarding branch removal. The Board will
review the matter.

Mr. Spandler further referred to a street sign that was knocked over at Kelker and Moon

Streets and asked if the Board could begin the process of fixing signs as well.

President Moyer

President Moyer asked for an update with regard to use of the parking garage owned by
the church during snow emergencies. Administrator Cornell noted a letter was sent and
will be followed up with a telephone call.

22.      Adjournment:

Mr. Weikle made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Mr. Spandler and
passed unanimously.

The Regular Meeting 11 adjourned at 8: 15 PM.
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