
Wastewater Back ups Into Basements

Attimes the Swatara Township Sewer Authority sanitary sewer system experiences

hydraulic overload during extreme wet weather events when unwanted rainwater or groundwater
enters the

sewage collection
systemThis

excess

flow

can
enter

the
systemthroughnumerous

sources

broken
sewer

mains

rootintrusion
homeownerbroken

lateralpipesillegal
floordrains
andinsome

cases

illegal
down

spouts

To
tryto

minimize

this

from
happening

flows

are
monitoredinthe

sanitarysewer
mainslookingfor

anysource
of

the

unwanted
water

referred
toasInflow

Infiltration

Ill
This

is

achallenging
joband
isverytime

consumingas
certainwetweather

conditions

must
exist

before

problems
canbe

located

Once

problem
areas

are

located
thenecessaryrepairs

mustbe
budgetedforso

thatsufficient
funds

are

available
for

the
repairsThisis

an

ongoing
battle

which

depends

on
weatherconditions

andcouldtake
yearsto

remedyInthe
mean

time
you

can

take
afew

simple

steps

that
will

bring

benefits
toallthe

usersofthe
systemThefirst

wouldbe
for

you

the
homeowner

to
disconnectyourfloor

drains

sump
pumps

etc

fromthe
sanitarysewer

preventingclearwater
fromentering
thesewersystem

Talk

to
neighbors

who

might
nothave

the

back

up
conditionsbut

are
contributingtothe

excessiveflow
problemsAskfor
theirhelp
in

alleviating

the
condition

by
makingsurethat

only

sanitary
sewage

flows enter thecollection system Secondyou can installa Backwater Valvewhich is abackflow prevention devicethat providesa

physical
barrier

to
sewage

backflowing

into
a

home
Backflow

isa
condition

wherethecontentsofthe
piping

flow

in
a direction oppositeof the intended

direction
intoafixture

orbasement
Abackflowbackwater

valveis
a

device

or
valve

installed
in thehouse

drain

or
sewer

pipe

wherea
seweris

subjectto backflow
Itprevents

drainageorwaste
from

backing
up

into

a
lowerlevel
or

fixture

and
causing

a

flooding
conditionAbackflow

backwatervalve
shouldbeinstalled

wheneverplumbing
fixtures

are

installed
at

an
elevationlowerthan

the

elevation
of

the

nearest manhole
coverof

thepublicsewer
systemwhich
isdependenton

grade

of
the

surrounding

area
Wheninstalled

backflow

backwater

valves
mustbe

easily
accessible

formaintenancepurposes

The

valve
should

have

noncorrosivebearings
seatsandselfaligningdiscsandshould

be
constructed

to
ensureapositivemechanicalsealContacttheSwataraTownshipAuthorityCollection

System
DepartmentfordetailsandrecommendationsEquallyasimportantastheabove

is
tonotifySewerAuthoritypersonnelanytimeyougetasewagebackup

in
yourhomeBackupsituationsaretrackedcloselyandyouwillbe

placed
onanotificationlist

that

hopefully
willgiveyousomewarning

prior
toanotherpossiblebackupIfyouhaveanyquestionsorconcerns

regarding

this
matter
pleasecontactthe

Swatara
TownshipAuthorityCollectionSystemDepartment

at566

3361 ext

108
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