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RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING THE SWATARA TOWNSHIP
POLICY RELATING TO

DAMAGE
BY

TOWNSHIP
SNOWPLOWS
OF

MAIL

BOXES
ROLLED

ASPHALT

CURBING
CONCRETECURBINGYARDS

SODAND
VEHICLESWHEREASSwatara

Townshipprovides
through

its

Highway
Department

the
removalofsnow

fall

from
Township

streets

and

highways
utilizingsnow
plowsandWHEREAS
inthe

courseofplowing
snow

from
streets

and

highways
theTownship
snow

plows

occasionally
damage

mailboxes
asphalt

orconcretecurbing
yardsor

vehiclesbydirectly
strikingthem
with

the

plow
blade

or
bythrowingsnow

or

slush
L

from the

plow
bladeand

WHEREASSwataraTownship
desiresto

establishapolicy
concerning

the
repair

or

replacement
ofmailboxes

asphalt

or

concrete
curbingyards

or
vehiclesNOWTHEREFORE

BEIT
RESOLVEDandit

ishereby
resolved

by

the
Board

of
Commissionersofthe

Township

of
Swatara

that the

policy
ofthe

Townshiprelatingto
repairor

replacementofdamage
caused

by
its

snow

plows
tomail
boxes

asphalt

curbing
concretecurbing

yards
sodandvehicles

asset
forthonExhibit
Aattached
hereto

and

incorporated
herein

by
referenceishereby

adopted

BE
IT

FURTHER RESOLVED

that
theofficials

officersemployeesL
contractorsand

agentsofthe
Township

take
all

action

and
doall
things

necessary

to
implementthe

intent
ofthisResolution
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L
ADOPTEDby

the
BOARD

OF
COMMISSIONERS

OF
SW

ATARA

TOWNSHIP
on

this8h day
ofr

bO2012ATTESTDoloresM
RubinicSecretary

Sealfi
aent

Dt
rnIis

G
oH

Boardof
Commissioners

of
Swatara

Township
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Swatara Township
Mailbox Damage by Township Snowplows

In order to provide a fair and unifonn resolution to incidents involving

mailboxes
damagedby a

Township

snowplow

SwataraTownshipadherestothefollowing
policy

concerningrepairreplacement

of

mailboxes
It

is

the

job

of

the

Highway
Department

to

remove

snow

from
road

surfaces

There

is

little
that

can
be

done

to
prevent

snow

from
being

dischargedfrom
the

plowblade
Mailboxes

mustbe
securely

fastened

to

a

sturdy

post

anchored

in

the

ground

toresist
the

impactof
thrown

snowThe
Township

will

replace

the

mailboxandlor
post

only

when

the

Townshipsnowplow
or

truck isfoundtohavemade
direct

contactwiththemailbox
not

whentheboxis
knocked

overbysnowor
slush

thatisthrownby
the

plowIfamailboxhas beenphysicallystruckbya
Township snowplowit

must
be

reportedto

the

HighwayDepartmentwithin

48hours
A

representative

fromtheHighwayDepartmentwill

investigate

and
deliver

atemporary
mailbox

ifneededIf

it
is
determinedthe

mailbox

wasindeedstruckdirectlyby
a Townshiptruck

or
snowplow

andthe

mailbox

wasinstalledin

accordancewith
the

United
States

Postal
ServicesMailbox

specifications

41
to

45

off
theground

and
back

6
to8

from
behind

the
curbthe

Townshipwill
replace

the
existing mailbox

and
post

with
astandard

mailbox
and

postassoonasworkloadpennitsCustommailboxesandpostswillnotbe replacedinkindTheTownshipwillinsteadofferareimbursementnottoexceed 50fordamagetocustommailboxesInthisinstanceitshallbethe responsibilityofthehomeownertomakethenecessaryrepairsandprovideareceipt forreimbursementNomailboxorpostwillbeconsideredforreplacementorreimbursement ifthepostshowsdryrotorisotherwiseunstableorwasplaced tooclosetotheroadwayPleaserefertotheattachedUSPostalService drawinglfopermailboxinstallationIIEh6A
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The following is PennDOTs policy on

mailboxes

Inall
cases

wePennDOTtryto
avoid

damaging
anyone

spropertyHowevermailboxesare

often
placedin

thestateslegalrightof
way

whichmeans

thatthe
Department

ofTransportation is
notliablefordamagestomailboxescausedbysnow

removal

operations
Wesuggest

property

ownersensure

their
mailboxrestsonafirmsupportsoitwill bebetterabletowithstandthewindrowof snowfromtheplowBasketballhoopsandanyother similarpersonalpropertyplacedwithintheTownshipright ofwayarenotpermittedandwillnotbe

replacedrepaired

orreimbursed
by

theTownship The
HighwaySuperintendent or adesignatedrepresentative is authorizedto usereasonablediscretioninresolvingmattersinvolvingunusual

circumstances



In order to provide a fair and unifonn resolution to incidents involving damages from

plowing snow Swatara Township adheres

tothe following

policy
concerning

repairreplacement

of
rolled

asphaltcurbing

concrete

curbingyardssod

and

vehicles
onthe

street
DamagetoRolled

Asphalt Curb
Policy

In

the

past

the

Swatara

Township

Highway

Department

has
at

therequestofresidentsplacedrolledasphaltcurbingtohelpalleviatedrainageproblemsassociatedwithwaterrunofffromthe
streets

inareaswhere

concrete curbingis
not

presentThismaterial
has

been
paid

for

and
placed

by

the

Township
at

no

cost

to

the
resident

Asphalt

curbing

is
easily

damaged
by

plowingoperations

and it
shall

be
the

policy

of

the

Department
to

only

replace

plow
damaged
asphaltcurbing

wheretheedgeofthe

grass
and

roadway

has

been

delineated
by

the

property

owner
prior
to

plowing using

readily

available

andinexpensive

delineator
snowplow

markers
specifically madeforthispurpose and

installed in
sufficient

quantity

alignment

and
height

to

effectively

show
the

edgeof
theproperty

In
instances

where

the

curbingwasdamaged
andthepropertyownerfailed

to

takemeasuresto
delineate

the
edge

ofthe
propertytheHighway

Department
willreplace

the

asphaltcurbingonlyafter
the

property

owneragrees

in writing
they

willbe
invoiced

by

the

Townshipforthe
cost

of

laborand

materials
to

replacethe
asphalt

curbingPennDOT
nolongerallows

foranyrolled

asphalt

curbing

andtherefore

theTownship
will

not

replace

any

previouslyinstalled curbing
along

State
ownedroadways

Damage

to
Concrete

CurbingPolicyMost
plows arefitted withcurb

guards

and
every

effort

is
madenot

to
damage

concrete

curbing

however
curbsliewithin

the
public

rightofway anddooccasionally
get

scratched
chipped

or

broken Repairs

to
damaged
curbing

will

bemade
on

a
caseby



case basis at the discretion ofthe Highway Superintendent based upon factors such as age

or
anyotherpreexistingconditionofthecurbingDamagetoYardsSodItisverydifficult fortheplowoperatortodeterminewheretheedgeofthepavedroadwayliesinareas withoutcurbingSodwillonlybereplacedbytheTownshipwheretheedgeoftheyard wasdelineatedbythepropertyownerpriortoplowingusingreadilyavailableandinexpensivedelineatorsnowplow markersspecificallymadeforthispurposeandinstalledinsufficientquantityalignmentandheighttoeffectively showtheedgeofthepropertySimilarlytheHighwayDepartmentwillonlyreplacesodorre seedwheretheplowjumpedtheconcretecurbingandcausedconsiderabledamageTheTownshiprespectfullyrequests thatanyminorsoddamagesimplybeputbackinplacebythepropertyownerThe Townshipwillnotaddressclaimsofdamagetograssorvegetationfromsaltcindersorother deicingchemicalsDamagetoVehiclesPloworequipmentoperatorsinvolvedinincidentsinvolvingdamageto alicensedvehicleortraileraretoremainatthescenenotifytheCounty911or nonemergency5586800whowillinturndispatchapoliceofficertothesceneto makeareportThedrivermustalsoimmediatelynotifyhisherimmediatesupervisorTheHighwaySuperintendent willcontacttheTownshipsinsurancecompanyassoonaspossibleforprocessingandultimateresolution oftheclaim


